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2.00pm  Welcome for Students

2.05pm  Arron Gill, Lecturer in Perioperative Care,  
 Edge Hill University

 Robotic Surgery 

2.20pm Dr Lucy Bray, Reader in Children, Young People and Families,  
 Edge Hill University

 Supporting Parents through Surgery

2.40pm  Liz Ashall-Payne, Managing Director of Orcha

 The Review of Care and Health Applications

From patient apps to robotic surgery, healthtech is a vast sector spanning biotech, 
life sciences and medtech. Health technology is defined as the application of 
organized knowledge and skills in the form of devices, medicines, vaccines, 
procedures and systems developed to solve a health problem and improve quality 
of lives.

The North West is home to a diverse and vibrant life sciences and healthcare 
sector. Liverpool in particular is uniquely positioned as a leader in the research 
and ‘bench-to-bedside’ delivery (clinical translation) of Personalised Health thanks 
to our partnerships and close association with Liverpool Health Partners and its 
nine Hospital Trusts. 

Speakers

Arron Gill
Arron is an Operating Department Practitioner by background, developing 
his skills and experience using techniques and technology at the forefront of 
medical development and research. 

His involvement within robotic surgery has provided an insight into the development of a speciality 
from its introduction to its integration into practice, informing his research development. In 2014 he 
joined the study – a realist process evaluation of robotic surgery: integration into routine practice and 
impacts on communication, collaboration and decision making (HS&DR, 12/5005/04). 

Gaining experience from a range of established researchers and clinicians, supporting the design 
and management of the study by advising on practical aspects of undertaking data collection in the 
operating theatre, as well as contributing to analysis and interpretation of data. In addition to this 
Arron has undertaken a number of robotic surgical simulations with both pre and post registration 
practitioners. In 2016, Arron was awarded the Association for Perioperative Practice (AFPP) ‘Siobhan 
Rankin Perioperative Team of the Year’ Award based on the research undertaken for his Master’s 
degree in Health Professional Education. He has published a number of peer reviewed papers both 
nationally and internationally, whilst also partaking in peer review for an international Journal. He is 
currently a lecturer in perioperative care at St James’ House Manchester.

Liz Ashall-Payne
CEO & Founder

Passionate about the opportunities that technology and particularly apps 
offer to improve health and care efficiencies and outcomes, Liz founded 
ORCHA in 2015, determined to present a way to offer much needed 
guidance to app developers to help raise app quality, as well as helping 
the public and professionals to confidently find and apply apps that could genuinely improve public, 
patient and organisational outcomes. Initially a Speech and Language Therapist, Liz has almost 
20 years NHS experience. She has successfully led innovative change and service transformation 
in complex health economies. She has led regional, national and European change programmes 
and networks to deliver transformational shift and has experience of working collaboratively with 
Public Sector, Industry and Academia. Current roles include CEO for ORCHA, Coach and Mentor on 
the NHSE Clinical Entrepreneur programme, Associate Vice Chair at BCS, Hub Lead for Health Tech 
Women.

Dr Lucy Bray
Lucy is a children’s nurse and academic with over 20 years of experience 
of working with children, young people and families, both clinically and 
as a researcher within a range of health care settings. She works part of 
her time as a Reader in Children and Young People within the Children’s 
Nursing Research Unit at Alder Hey Children’s NHS Foundation Trust. Lucy is 
passionate about improving the health of children and young people and most of her work focusses 
around using innovative methods to facilitate the involvement of children and young people in 
research and their health care.

In association with:

Introduction


