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Making the decision to 
move school at 14 is 
significant. 

•	 University partners, completing a 
programme of study with us will help 
you secure a place at university. Our 
sponsor, the University of Liverpool 
offers UTC students a £3000 bursary to 
support your studies.

•	 A curriculum driven by local 
employers, alongside your 
qualifications, you will build the skills 
our local employers need and are 
recruiting for their future workforce.

•	 Industry-inspired projects 
throughout the year, the 
opportunity to see science and 
healthcare in practice.

•	 Your own mentor, support with your 
studies and post-16 planning to help 
you achieve your goals.

•	 World class facilities, you will 
experience first class, industry-standard 
laboratories and healthcare facilicities.

•	 Unrivalled career opportunities 
with our business partners and 
trustees.

OUr PrOMiSE: 
a job, apprenticeship or  
university place when you 
successfully graduate from 
Liverpool Life Sciences UTC

‘it’s an opportunity to gain an insight 
into the world of science outside the 
school environment.’
Jack Condron, Head Boy, Year 13

But so are the decisions you are making 
right now about your GCSE options. 
The subjects you choose right now 
will impact the decisions you are able 
to make about A Level options, about 
University and Apprenticeship options and 
ultimately about your future career.

if science or healthcare is your passion, 
we can offer you sector specific advice 
that will support your progress into these 
sectors. We can help you to make a 
good decision.

You will complete the full range 
of GCSE subjects, like at any other 
school. But alongside achieving your 
GCSEs, you will have the chance to 
experience:

•	 Industry partners, including the 
Royal Liverpool University Hospital 
Trust, Redx Pharma, Novartis 
and 2Bio, with masterclasses from 
experts, visits to their laboratories and 
workshops run by their teams. 
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NAME: Michelle

WHY DiD YOU DECiDE TO JOiN 

THE UTC? 

i applied because i wanted to be a doctor 
and the UTC was something that could 
bring me closer to that as well as giving 
me ‘the promise’ which will be the next 
step in reaching my career goal.

WHAT iS iT LiKE TO BE A 
STUDENT AT THE UTC? 

Every day is different, which makes being 
a student here exciting. At the same time, 
we are always aware of visitors around 
the school but this has only made me 
more self-confident which is a good 
thing.

HOW DOES COMiNG TO THE 
UTC MAKE YOU FEEL? 

Coming to the UTC makes me feel 
enriched in both knowledge and life skills. 
i feel absorbed in the lifestyle of the UTC 
and feel like an equal to my peers.

WHAT iS YOUr FAVOUriTE 
SUBJECT? 

i love all of my subjects, although Health 
and Social Care is different to all the 
others because of the Sim-man simulator 
patient. Sim-man really aids my learning 
as i can see my own theories in practice 
and come to my own conclusions.

WHO iS YOUr FAVOUriTE 
TEACHEr AND WHY? 

My favourite teacher is Mr Doyle as he 
relates maths lessons to real life (even if 
that does mean pirates!) and has work for 
different levels (ie, C B or A) which allows 
me to see my progression over the lesson, 
yet feel comfortable.

WHAT DO YOU DO AT THE UTC 
THAT iS DiFFErENT TO YOUr 
PrEViOUS SCHOOL? 

The UTC is remarkably different to my 
previous school, but in a good way. 
Everything is different, from the 9-5 
day to the type of food. The biggest 
differences are the opportunities i have 
including four hours a week in industry 
standard labs and masterclasses that 
broaden my knowledge of the science 
sector.

HOW DOES COMiNG TO THE 
UTC MAKE YOU FEEL ABOUT 
YOUr FUTUrE? 

Coming to the UTC has made me very 
determined and optimistic about my 
future. At the same time, i feel assured 
that i can reach my goals, even if they do 
seem far-fetched.

TELL ME ABOUT AN 
EXPEriENCE YOU HAVE rEALLY 
ENJOYED AT THE UTC? 

i really enjoyed taking part in the ignite 
Liverpool Youth event where i gave a 
5-minute presentation about my passion. 
i presented my session on the Memusi 
Foundation, our school’s charity, about 
which i am enthusiastic and passionate! 
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This is me!

The real student experience



Studying at the UTC will offer you a 
completely new experience of education. 

The Liverpool Life Sciences UTC is focused 
on a sector of business where the North 
West is genuinely starting to lead. But like 
most fast growing, high tech industries, 
this sector in the Liverpool City region is 
experiencing a shortage of skilled staff; 
the brief of the UTC is to support this 
expansion and the local economy with 
skilled people at all levels.

To do this, we bring together the best of 
academic education, industry, and the 
public sector.

We provide you with access to world 
class resources and facilities, a curriculum 
developed in conjunction with our 
business partners and delivered by experts 
both in and out of the classroom.

This will ensure you are qualified and 
skilled to work in the science and 
healthcare sectors.
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How is the Liverpool Life Sciences UTC different?

This is a unique opportunity; no 
other school can prepare you for 
the world of work in this way.



HOW DO WE DELiVEr THE PrOMiSE?
We broker your aspirations in association with our partners

On successful graduation, we guarantee for our students... 

A University Place
Students work towards accessing 
a degree in a wide range of 
subjects, including: Life Sciences, 
Chemistry, Physics, Engineering, 
Pharmacology Medicine, Nursing, 
Physiotherapy, Veterinary Sciences, 
plus many more. We work directly 
with admissions teams across 
the UK to give you the right 
advice about course choices and 
requirements.

A Job
Many of our partners are 
looking for skilled entry 
level staff including Laboratory 
Technicians, Manufacturing and 
Process Technicians, Health Care 
Assistants and administrators.  
We work directly with HR teams 
to act as a pipeline for entry 
level roles. 

An Apprenticeship
Working closely with the 
National and Technical 
Apprenticeship Services 
we promote a range of 
higher level apprenticeships 
including: NHS opportunities, QC 
Analytical Laboratory Technicians, 
Formulations Chemists, Production 
Technologists.  
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The Promise
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WHY DiD YOU DECiDE TO JOiN 
THE UTC? 

i know i would like to do physics and 
maths in the future and i felt the UTC 
would be a good place to study those 

subjects.

WHAT iS iT LiKE TO BE A 
STUDENT AT THE UTC?

i feel privileged to be at the UTC 
considering the amount of opportunities 
we are given.

NAME: Dara

WHAT iS YOUr FAVOUriTE 
SUBJECT?

Maths.

WHO iS YOUr FAVOUriTE 
TEACHEr AND WHY?

Mr Goddard because he teaches us in 
a way where we can all understand. He 
gives different worksheets out for people 
of different abilities and he listens to us 
when we ask questions.

WHAT DO YOU DO AT THE UTC 
THAT iS DiFFErENT TO YOUr 
PrEViOUS SCHOOL?

We do more professional work including 
activities in the innovation labs.

HOW DOES COMiNG TO THE 
UTC MAKE YOU FEEL ABOUT 
YOUr FUTUrE?

it makes me feel secure about my future 
due to the work we do to help us achieve 
the promise of a job, apprenticeship or 
university place when we leave and the 

reputation we have within the business 
and university sector as a school.

TELL ME ABOUT AN 
EXPEriENCE YOU HAVE rEALLY 
ENJOYED AT THE UTC? 

i loved going to Unilever for work 
experience. i would have never got this 
opportunity in my old school.

This is me!

The real student experience
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When students move into Year 10, they 
are able to make individual choices about 
what subjects they would like to study. 
The role of the Liverpool Life Sciences UTC 
is to offer information and guidance on 
the different options available and help 
you to make decisions that will support 
you in the future.

We work closely with students and 
parents to ensure you understand the 
wide range of subject options available, 
and to help you understand the 
opportunities and challenges that each 
subject brings. 

We are then able to create a personalised 
programme for each Key Stage 4 student 
that offers a broad, balanced curriculum 
that suits each student’s individual 
talents, needs and aspirations. 

The Curriculum

The Liverpool Life Sciences UTC offers 
two exceptional specialisms, Science 
and Health. Each student will have the 
opportunity to learn more about our 
specialisms, experiencing projects that 
help them identify their talents. 

It is important to remember that 
all students have access to a full 
range of GCSE subjects. Choosing a 
specialist school, like the UTC, will 
not limit their options for post-16 
education.

COrE SUBJECTS

Core subjects are compulsory for all 
students. Some core subjects are 
examined, some are not. 

The core examination subjects are:

English Language

English Literature

Mathematics

Science

The majority of students will work 
towards GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics.

The core curriculum also includes 
some non-examination subjects:

Physical Education

Personal, Social Health, Citizenship 
Education

religious Education

OPTiONAL SUBJECTS

Students can select from the range of 
optional subjects below:

Business Studies

Child Care

Economics

Geography

Health and Social Care

History

Latin

Psychology

Sociology

Spanish

Sport
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OUr CUrriCULUM PATHWAYS

Exploring 
Leadership & 
Management

Exploring  
Health Care

Exploring  
Medicine/ 
Dentistry

YEArS 12  
AND 13 Exploring  

Health  
Sciences

Exploring 
Physical 
Sciences

Exploring  
Life  
Sciences

















Exploring  
Animal  
Sciences



 
Health

YEArS 10  
AND 11  

Science
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CHOOSiNG YOUr GCSE OPTiONS 

Core GCSEs English Language
English Literature
Maths
Statistics

English Language
English Literature
Maths

Science Options Biology
Chemistry
Physics

Biology
Chemistry
Physics
Option to do Double 
Award Science

Double Award Science
Option to do BTEC 
Applied Science

Other Options – choose 3 History
Geography 
Psychology
Latin
Spanish
Business

History
Geography 
Psychology
Sociology
Philosophy & Ethics
Health & Social Care

History
Geography 
Health & Social Care
Child Care
Sociology
Business

Possible Post-16 Options Biology
Chemistry
Physics
Maths
Further Maths
Psychology
English Language
History
Geography

Chemistry
Physics
Biology
Maths
Further Maths
Geography

Economics
Maths
English Language
BTEC Level 3 Enterprise 
& Entrepreneurship
Geography
History

Biology
Chemistry
Physics
Maths
Psychology
Sociology
BTEC Health & Social 
Care

BTEC Health & Social 
Care
BTEC Children’s 
Learning Play and 
Development
BTEC Applied Science
Sociology
Psychology

Possible UTC Post-16 
Pathway

Exploring Medicine/ 
Dentistry

Exploring Life Sciences Exploring Physical 
Sciences

Exploring Animal 
Science

Exploring Leadership & 
Management

Exploring Health 
Sciences

Exploring Healthcare

Possible University Courses Medicine
Dentistry
Biomedical Sciences

Life Sciences 
Biochemistry
Biotechnology
Microbiology
Biomedical Sciences
Pharmacology
Zoology

Chemistry
Physics
Engineering
Earth and Marine 
Sciences
Astronomy
Mathematics
Metallurgy

Veterinary Sciences
Bio veterinary Sciences
Zoology
Marine Biology

Business
Marketing
Law
Social Policy
Public Health

radiography
Midwifery
Nursing
Occupational Therapy
Ophthalmology
Physiotherapy
Psychology

Health & Social Care
Social Work
Early Years

Possible Apprenticeships Medical Laboratory 
Assistant
Operating Health 
Professional
Haematology Technician
Dental Nurse
Veterinary Nurse

Laboratory Technician
Sterile Services 
Technician
NHS Pharmacy
Health informatics

Chemistry Technician
Engineering
Process Manufacturing

Animal Nursing
Environmental 
Conservation
Equine Management
Animal Technology

Medical Secretary
Advertising and 
Communications
Legal Administration
Public Health

radiotherapy Assistants
Dietetic Assistants
Physiotherapy Assistants
Clinical Support Workers
Dental Nursing

Healthcare Assistant
Early Years Assistant
residential Care 
Assistant
Play Work Coordinator

Possible Careers
(a few to start you off)

Doctor
Dentist
Pharmacologist

Biotechnologist
Geneticist
Microbiologist
Pharmacologist

Analytical Chemist
Formulations Chemist
Engineer

Vet
Marine Biologist

iP Lawyer
Patent Attorney
regulatory Affairs
General Practice 
Manager
records Clerk

Nurse
Midwife
Physiotherapist
radiographer

Emergency Care 
Assistant
Nursery Nurse
Care Assistant – Elderly/ 
Disabled 
Health Promotion 
Specialist
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The UTC curriculum provides time for 
students to develop a range of work 
based skills, personal learning and 
thinking skills based on themes from the 
science and health sectors.

Our Project programme underpins the 
unique work based ethos of a UTC:

•	 Instilling	the	sense	of	inquiry	and	
discovery intrinsic to all scientific and 
healthcare innovations

•	 Engaging	students	actively	rather	than	
passively with the world, encouraging 
students to seek “why, who and by 
what means?’

•	 Equipping	young	people	with	the	
confidence, the academic knowledge 
and the practical and interpersonal 
skills to thrive in a changing, 
challenging and competitive world.

•	 Bridging	the	gap	between	traditional	
academic qualifications and the skills 
required to gain access to employment, 
apprenticeships or university.

 

Thematic scenarios are used to represent 
the specialisms of our partner base within 
the science and health sectors. Students 
participate in practical workshops, 
experiments, research, seminars and 
enrichment opportunities based around 
the theme.

This has a significant impact on students’ 
confidence, motivation, self-respect, 
academic achievement and skills 
development.

For example, through the theme of 
‘biotechnology’ life science students 
learned how to insert green fluorescent 
protein into E-coli acquiring a variety of 
associated practical techniques such as 
centrifugation, production of buffers, 
liquid chromatography, aseptic plating 
whilst health care students examined the 
important role played by biotechnology 
in the treatment of genetic diseases 
in a ward based environment. Over 
time, more pathways specific skills are 
provided such as GMP for those physical 
science students interested in pursuing 
engineering and manufacturing.

Project Based Learning
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A rich and varied programme of extra-
curricular activities is available to give 
students balance within the week and 
help develop the softer skills our business 
partners value. 

All Key Stage 4 students complete their 
Duke of Edinburgh Award. They are able 
to select additional enrichment activities 
that will help them to complete the 
various sections of the award, such as:

•	 Aquaponics

•	 Flamenco

•	 3D	Printing

•	 Media

•	 Watersports

•	 Guerilla	Gardening

•	 Debating	Team

•	 Music	Production

•	 Fitness

•	 Duke	of	Edinburgh

•	 Primary	Schools	Science	Club

•	 Programme	of	trips,	visits	and	
residentials

Enrichment



NAME: rhys

The real student experience
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WHY DiD YOU DECiDE TO JOiN 
THE UTC?

i applied to join the UTC as it seemed like 
the best option to prepare me for the job 
i want in the future. i also joined to get 
a new start in a new school and this was 
the perfect opportunity for me.

WHAT iS iT LiKE TO BE A 
STUDENT AT THE UTC? 

Eventful, and surprising at times. We 
get the freedom we would like, more 
responsibility and a better education to 
go with it. You never know what is in 
store for you.

HOW DOES COMiNG TO THE 
UTC MAKE YOU FEEL? 

it makes me feel happy as i get to see my 
friends on a daily basis as well as getting 
to study and gain knowledge. i wouldn’t 
have experienced this anywhere else. it is 
a long day and i do feel tired at times, but 
i know it is worth it.

WHAT iS YOUr FAVOUriTE 
SUBJECT? 

Science is my favourite subject as i get 
to learn about mysteries of the world 
and the mysteries of our bodies. i find it 
fascinating and want to take it further.

WHAT DO YOU DO AT THE UTC 
THAT iS DiFFErENT TO YOUr 
PrEViOUS SCHOOL? 

i have lab time in which we do various 
experiments and practicals, these can 
help us visualise concepts, methods 
and demonstrations first hand. We also 
have sessions in which we can do any 
homework or coursework that needs 
doing with support from our teachers.

HOW DOES COMiNG TO THE 
UTC MAKE YOU FEEL ABOUT 
YOUr FUTUrE? 

it makes me feel confident and reassured 
about my future, like i can become 
anything i want to be. it gives me 
opportunities i can’t get anywhere else.

This is me!
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A day at the UTC includes time for 
enrichment activities and homework so 
there is still time for family life. Students 
are expected to be in school from 9am 
until 5pm, like the world of work.

SOCiAL WELFArE

Our dedicated Director of inclusion 
ensures students receive all the support 
they need to address and remove any 
barriers to education and to flourish as 
confident learners. 

Our Pastoral team and Academic Mentors 
play a central role in students’ personal 
and academic development. There is a 
particular focus on ensuring that new 
students gain the necessary literacy, 
self-confidence and social skills to settle 
quickly.

UNiFOrM

Year 10 and 11 students wear the UTC 
uniform from day one, closely associating 
all with the UTC distinct identity. The 
students wear the UTC black blazer, a 
house tie, white shirts and black skirts or 
trousers. They wear sensible flat working 
shoes. 

Financial support is available where 
required.

EATiNG ArrANGEMENTS

All food is nutritious, freshly prepared 
where possible and carefully selected to 
promote a healthy lifestyle.

The students, staff and visitors eat 
together and the refectory is used as a 
place of discussion about work and may 
be used as a study area. 

To ensure the best possible safeguarding 
arrangements, Year 10 and 11 students 
are not allowed out at break or lunch 
times.

A free breakfast club is available for 
students when they arrive at school.

LOCATiON AND FACiLiTiES

The Liverpool Life Sciences UTC is located 
in the Contemporary Urban Centre 
building on Greenland Street, Liverpool 
City Centre. The University of Liverpool, 
royal Liverpool and Broadgreen University 
Hospital and the planned BioCampus 
are located nearby, giving students easy 
access to local employers and leading 
research scientists.

Facilities at the UTC include:

•	 Three industry standard laboratory 
‘innovation spaces’ which will prepare 
students to work in the state of the 
art facilities, located in our partner 
organisations.

•	 Dedicated Healthcare suite with fully 
functioning hospital beds, complete 
with ‘Sim Man’, a dummy patient who 
displays vital life signs and symptoms 
and all the associated equipment for 
checking the status of patients.

•	 A mock nursery and home setting for 
practical studies of health, social care 
and childcare.

•	 Fitness Suite kitted out with the latest 
technology to link sports to the study 
of health sciences. 

•	 A range of facilities for teaching core 
curriculum including flexible general 
teaching areas and core science 
facilities. 

•	 Flexible dining areas where students 
can enjoy food and drink at break and 
lunchtimes.

•	 A fully working cinema for use in 
enrichment time and to host national 
and international guest speakers.

TrAVEL

•	 Free UTC Minibus shuttle service from 
local train stations to the building.

•	 Travel bursaries available for those 
travelling long distances.

The UTC Day
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The Liverpool Life Sciences UTC has places 
for up to:

•	 200 students entering Year 10

•	 200 students entering Year 12

We are now accepting applications from 
students of all abilities from:

•	 Liverpool

•	 Halton

•	 Wirral

•	 St	Helens

•	 Knowsley

•	 Sefton

We also have a select number of places 
available on an accelerated programme 
for current Year 8 students who wish 
to progress to a 2 or 3 year Key Stage 4 
programme. 

Admissions
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Complete the Year 10 application form at 
www.lifesciencesutc.co.uk/apply

APPLiCATiON PrOCESS

Complete your application online

n
You will receive a confirmation of 
application email asking you to confirm 
your contact details and supply further 
details that will help to speed up your 
application.

n
We will ask you to book an appointment 
with a member of the senior team to 
review your application.

n
You will receive an offer letter from  
the UTC.

This will be confirmed in writing by 
Liverpool Education Authority.

n
You will be invited to a range of taster 
sessions in the run up to the summer 
term.

n
We look forward to welcoming you in 
September.

How to apply


