
A student’s guide to convincing your parents  
that the Life Sciences UTC is right for you



Are you anxious to start  
your new life as a student at  
the Life Sciences UTC?

Are you excited to dive into challenging classes 
alongside people who don’t look at you weird when 
you geek out about stem cell research or faint at 
the sight of an infected wound? 

Ready to move to a school where you can build 
friends around the person you are now and the 
person you want to be, not how peers perceived 
you in the year 7? 

Want the opportunity to start preparing for your 
future career today? 

You might know in your gut that the UTC is right for 
you, but how do your parents feel about it? 

Try this 7-step guide to convincing your parents 
that moving to the UTC is the right choice.



1

DON’T CONVINCE – 
INSTEAD, ASK THEM TO 
HELP YOU RESEARCH THE 
POSSIBILITIES. 

Start the conversation with your parents 
as early in the process as possible. You 
can look at recent exam results and 
Ofsted reports together online. Make 
an appointment to visit the school to 
talk to the Principal or attend an open 
evening. This will give you a shared 
understanding of why you want to join 
the UTC and the opportunities it will 
offer you.

3

ASK THEM TO TAKE YOU TO 
VISIT A FEW COLLEGES.

The Life Sciences UTC is an impressive 
building with great facilities. But you 
need to be sure as it is very different 
to a typical school. Ask your parents to 
visit a few colleges locally to see the 
opportunities on offer. Plus, when you 
visit, your parents will meet with staff 
who are on your side and will do some of 
the convincing for you.

2

MAKE A POWERPOINT 
PRESENTATION.

Parents like to see that you have  
been proactive with your argument.  
A presentation that obviously required 
thought, planning, and time will 
impress them with the depths of your 
commitment to moving school. Think 
about the details, for example how will 
you get to school? It will also help you to 
find out all the information you need to 
make a good decision.



4

MAKE IT CLEAR THAT THIS IS 
A CONSIDERED DECISION NOT 
AN EMOTIONAL RESPONSE.

Parents want you to be happy. Make sure 
you emphasize that you want to go to the 
UTC because of everything the school has 
to offer and everything your current school 
lacks, not because you’re sick of your maths 
teacher or don’t like the people in your 
English class.

5

BREATHE.

It can be easy to get emotional when you’re 
talking about a decision that will affect 
the rest of your life, but staying calm and 
letting everyone talk through their hopes 
and concerns is essential to a productive 
conversation. There is no doubt there will be 
some emotions involved, but take your time, 
and let everyone work through the process 
together.



7

END THE CONVERSATION 
ON A GOOD NOTE.

Think about the questions they raise, do 
some more research, and come back 
with answers that show you listened to 
their concerns.

6

LISTEN TO WHAT THEY HAVE 
TO SAY.

It might be tempting to hold the floor 
until your parents agree with you about 
moving school, but a better tactic 
is listening, agreeing that it’s worth 
researching the subject more, and 
stepping away from the conversation 
with a plan to address their concerns. 
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