NEWSLETTER,WEEK 6
It has been another very busy week here at the CUC building. Year 11s have done a great job with their mock exams - well done! At this
uncertain time, we all see the need to be well prepared for a range of eventualities and this was a great step towards the summer. Year
9s have made a great start to their online learning. Incredible engagement in your first lessons and very good attendance. We are already
missing you in the building and looking forward to having you back in on the 20th October. Thank you to parents for such a speedy
response to the news and for your support in making sure this is a positive experience.

Notes for this week
Have you checked your eligibility for Free School Meals recently. We appreciate
lots of people have experienced changes in circumstances over the last few
months. You may now be entitled to additional support. You can check here
www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims
A reminder that there is updated legislation in place for the North West of England
which means that our students cannot socialise in each other’s houses. There is a
significant increase in the number of older teens testing positive for the virus,
please do keep us updated if your child displays any symptoms.
We are well into the swing of things with Personal Statements with our Year 13
students. Please encourage your child to seek support early in the process from Mr
McCann and Sam. Good luck to all our early applicants for Oxbridge, Medicine,
Dentistry and Veterinary programmes.

Highlights from this weeks sessions
Year 9 Ignite students have made a really strong start on the “future of making”
challenge and we have been amazed by how quickly they have got to grips with using
Autodesk Fusion 360 CAD software to create and modify their designs. It is also great
to see them applying the knowledge they gained during Mr Dunn’s Maths lessons to
use coordinates to import splines into the CAD software. Other students have started
investigating the Chemistry of dishwasher tablets for the Unilever dishwasher
challenge and will start planning their practical demonstrations which will be used to
create adverts to present to members of the Consumer Technical Insights (CTI) team
at Unilever. They will need to combine their Chemistry knowledge with their creativity
and communication skills in order to best demonstrate the effectiveness of the
dishwasher tablets to the consumer. Ignite students also carried out a focussed
patient assessment, including oxygen therapy and obtaining a blood pressure result in
their simulations this week. In English, Year 9 have been using recent events as
stimulus for creative writing; they looked at protests such as BLM and anti-mask
protests and then also considered the emotional effects of lockdown on different parts
of society. They have also been working hard on their algebra skills in maths.
Year 10 have completed their baselines in English and are now carrying on with An
Inspector Calls and narrative writing. They have also completed their baselines in
maths and are now working on number topics involving calculations and number types.
Year 10 Graphics have completed their celebrity portraits, created using the gridding
process. In PBL Year 10 students have chosen between a “Lab Skills Programme”,
“the Future of Making Challenge”, “The Unilever Dishwasher Challenge”, “The Unilever
Bright Futures Programme” or a Level 2 Extended Project (HPQ). They have made a
strong start in planning their industry-linked projects and we have also got some
excellent initial extended project ideas, including: Investigating the use of aquatic filter
feeders as living filters for microplastics, Experimentally investigating the impact of
background noise on concentration. Year 10 worked on understanding complex
conditions and acute care, focussing on emergency management situations such as
anaphylaxis, cardiac arrest and hypoglycaemia.

Coronavirus Update Our Year 9 Hub is currently closed to
students until 20th October. Biology and
Sociology Year 12 students are also now
isolating following a positive case. All
students who requested laptops and internet
support have received it and lessons are
going well online.
There are no other confirmed cases in other
year groups.
It is very important that if your child is
showing symptoms that you keep them at
home and book a Coronavirus test. If you
need support with this, please do get in
touch.
If a student is absent, we need you to
officially report their absence each day by
phone call to Louise Kennett.

Year 11 have been focused on destinations and using Unifrog in coaching time.
They have worked super hard this week, in particular doing their PPEs. In English
they have been focusing on poetry revision. In enterprise students are prepping for
their exam in November. Psychology students have been issued with a battle plan
timetable running from now all the way through to February mock exams. This will
help students manage their revision and improve their knowledge and retrieval
practice. They learn about the causes of depression and how it can be treated from
a biological and psychological perspective. In PBL, Year 11 students are
completing the initial planning for their level 2 extended projects. They have each
chosen a topic area and have started their background research. We discussed the
importance of being able to recognise which sources of information are reliable and
which are not using a great resource called “Digital Hacks” provided by Chris
Challinor, in which Historian Sam Wineburg briefly summarises how to avoid
unreliable sources when searching online. This should be incredibly useful to the
students both for their extended project research and more generally in life as there
is so much misinformation around a range of important issues. A couple of the
initial project titles are Forensic Entomology - An experimental investigation into
how insect life cycles can be used in crime scene investigations. Is the British
media inherently racist in its reporting on black footballers? Year 11 also focussed
on managing acute asthma using bronchodilators and corticosteroids. They
discussed the different types of oxygen delivery devices including a non-rebreather
mask, nebulisers and nasal cannulae
Bridging Programme - The British Esports Association Website, by Kieran
McCulloch, Year 12.
The British Esports Association is a not-for-profit national body which was
established in 2016 to promote Esports in the UK and to also increase its level of
awareness and inspire future talent. Once you go onto the website you are met with
their logo and some tabs at the top which take you to different parts of the website.
Scrolling down will show different Esports news, education, information about their
championships and blogs. At the top of the screen, there is a tab called
“championships”. This is where you are able to register for their championships and
a “championships guide” which states the key information regarding registration like
the entry fees and how the tournaments will play out because of COVID-19. The
guide also says why people should get involved with the championships, one of
these reasons being that it improves leadership, communication and social skills.
Near the bottom of the championship page are the winners of prior tournaments.
They also own a YouTube channel where they post clips of good plays people have
made in the previous tournaments. The games that are played are Overwatch,
League of Legends and Rocket League.

Junior Leadership Team Black History Month
The Junior Leadership Team started this
month off with the introduction of Black
History Month. Each day a different
influential black person has been
presented within coaching groups
throughout the school, recognising the
achievements of Black Individuals
throughout history. Each slide of
information has been made by different
members of the JLT. It started off with
John Boyega and his impacts on society
and the BLM movements, followed by Mary
Seacole and her contributions to medicine
and nursing in the Crimean war. As well as
Ernestine Eckstein and her contributions to
the early movement of LGBTQ rights,
followed by Marsha P Johnson a known
advocate for gay rights and Bayard Rustin,
a known leader in social movements for
civil rights, socialism, non violence and
LGBTQ rights.
The medical debate society will start again
with the debates from next week. Next
week’s topic will be “If a vaccine is created
for COVID-19, should people be allowed to
refuse it?”
Laura Bonneson

Year 12 students have been spending time with their coaches thinking about potential
destinations. The Enterprise group have done an assessment. Biologists have been
completing further work on the transportation of complex molecules across the plasma
membrane, including conducting research into how the plasma membrane retains
tension. Chemistry students have taken a look at ionisation energies. Sociology
students have been investigating differential educational achievement. Our historians
are now casting their critical eye over the final years of Henry VII. Those studying
Engineering have been looking at motion graphs. Programming students are starting
to learn about Agile and how they can implement scrum into their daily practice.
Psychology students finished their first topic in A Level psychology this week
(Approaches) and will sit their first assessment on Friday. Next topic is Paper 2
Biopsychology. In PBL, students have started a project about preparing 3d models for
use in the 4th industrial revolution using autodesk fusion 360. This will allow them to
focus on the future of making and advanced manufacturing. Year 12 have also started
their lab induction programme, using micropipettes to make serial dilutions of common
stains. They will complete their first skills test over the next two weeks which will
involve making a standard solution of copper sulphate and using this to make a range
of dilutions. They will test the absorbance of these dilutions using visible light
spectroscopy and use the results to plot a standard curve, which they will use to
estimate the concentration of an unknown solution. We have told the students about
the range of roles available in the Baltic Research Institute and are inviting them to
apply for positions next week. The students applying for technical centres will get the
opportunity to work with Prof Dave Hornby (remotely) in the innovation labs. Our
communications team will focus on preparing the next edition of the Baltic Science
Journal. Whilst we cannot invite primary schools into our labs, the
Education/Outreach team will focus on developing STEM activities that can either be
completed in primary schools, their own homes or remotely. We also have a number
of students who are interested in joining our advanced manufacturing department. The
year 12s have started to plan their extended project (EPQ) research. Finally, our year
12 students, many of whom are applying for medicine, began their hi-fidelity
simulation curriculum this week, learning new skills including bag-valve ventilation,
using IV access on a patient and leading a Crash Team.
Year 13 are working hard on their personal statements as the UCAS deadlines
approach. They have also been making an amazing effort in
their Personal Investigation projects for Art, Graphics and Lens Based Media. In
Enterprise, they are working on their marketing unit. In Programming, students have
taken their client requirements and are currently creating the project plan, which gives
them real experience of working with a client. Psychology students have focused on
paper 3 Issues and Debates learning this week about holism V reductionism and
ideographic v nomothetic approaches in psychological research. Year 13 students
have submitted their EPQ ideas and we have an excellent range of extended projects
this year. The provisional titles include:
To what extent do the different vaccine technologies being used to develop a
COVID-19 vaccine offer the possibility of an affordable universal vaccine that can
be quickly rolled out globally?
Comparing the plastic ingestion rates of mealworm and waxworm larvae and
assessing their potential as a solution to the problem of plastic pollution.
Developing a set of clinical simulation training resources and laboratory
techniques in haematology.
The impact of the coronavirus pandemic on different socio-economic groups.
Developing a set of clinical simulation training resources on respiratory diseases
for school students.
The mental and physical impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on athletes.

