NEWSLETTER,WEEK 8
I think I am probably not the only parent to be feeling very relieved that we have made it safely to the end of our first term. I hope you
have some time in this next week to relax and recuperate and share some time together as a family. We have had a perhaps surprisingly
good half term. Despite the chaos and confusion in the world around us, the students at the UTC and Studio have settled incredibly well.
We hosted our first parents evening of the year this week and the feedback has been strong. We are so glad that students are
responding so well both in school and online. This is a testament to the massive team effort between all the staff here and you. Thank
you for your support. We are particularly pleased to hear from parents with children in other schools about the quality of our online
learning provision. Although not ideal, it is reassuring to know that the students are progressing well both in and out of the building and
finding the structure and thoroughness to be a big help when at home.

Notes for this week
There has been no announcement about an extended half term break. Students will
return to school on Monday 2nd November.
Year 13 students will commence their 8.45am starts on the days they have lessons
period 1.
Year 10 and 11, your new timetable with extended option time will commence on
Monday 2nd November.
We have had an inspection by the Health and Safety Executive this week to ensure
we remain Covid 19 safe. The session was very helpful and we feel reassured that
we are doing all we can to reduce the risk of transmission in the building.
We have had strong meetings with our Governing Bodies in the last two weeks.
This supports our strategic direction as a school and offers helpful challenge to our
senior team.
The Northern Schools Trust Board has also met this week and continues to support
additional resources for our families around Free School Meal Vouchers and
access to IT and internet.
Year 13 parents evening will take place shortly after half term. More to follow.

Highlights from this weeks sessions
Year 9 Ignite students have been absolutely brilliant again this week. It has been
fantastic to have them back in the building. Thank you to all the parents who attended
our first online parents evening this week. Your feedback was an absolute joy to us at
the end of a particularly tough hard term. We are so pleased to hear how well they
have settled, how their confidence has grown and how pleased you are with your
decision to move schools. In maths, students have been working on significant figures
and estimating. In history, our focus has been the Industrial Revolution. In PBL,
students spent the week working on designing their own websites on google sites to
showcase their PBL project work. They also prepared a short presentation on their
progress so far and we had a mini-showcase during today’s lesson. The standard of

Return to School:
Monday 2nd November - new
staggered start times:
Year 13 - 8.45am
Year 9 - 9.00am
Year 10 - 9.15am
Year 11- 9.30am
Year 12 - 9.45am

presentation was excellent and the students have produced some really good websites
(examples below). Congratulations to Jayden Pope-Lewis who’s showcase
presentation about his 3D penguin design was awarded the overall winner.

Coronavirus Update -

Year 10 students have had a busy week. We have looked at Islamic medicine in the

students. It is important that we maintain our
commitment to social distancing during half
term to ensure we are able to return with as

Medial Period and how it was able to influence the west in History. Year 10 students
had a zoom introduction to the Unilever Dishwasher Project from Jennifer Yates who is
a “Homecare CTI Manager” at Unilever. Jen set the students the challenge of
designing a demonstration and short TV advert for dishwasher tablets. The challenge
will not only get the students thinking about the chemistry of dishwasher tablets but
also about how best to get the message across to the consumer and will also require
some creativity in creating the final advert. One of the students wanted to know if he
could pitch his idea to the CEO once he has completed the project! We love a bit of
ambition! Other year 10 students have started a project to design a vaccine for
COVID-19, to complete a lab skills programme to improve their technical skills or
started to develop ideas for an independent extended project.

All year group hubs are currently open to all

little disruption as possible for the second half
of the autumn term.
It is very important that if your child is
showing symptoms that you keep them at
home and book a Coronavirus test. If you
need support with this, please do get in
touch.
If a student is absent, we need you to
officially report their absence each day by
phone call to Louise Kennett.

Year 11 students have been working hard at solving Quadratic
Equations using the Quadratic Formula. In History, we have been looking
at Germany's reaction to the Treaty of Versailles and the economic
issues they were suffering in the 1920's Psychology students have
finished Paper 2: psychological problems this week and move on to
social influence after half term. Students are working hard on their
revision plan at the moment, keep it up.
Year 12 Biology students have focussed on enzymatic, how enzymes
work via the lock and key mechanism or induced fit and how competitive
and on-competitive inhibitors can slow down the rate of enzyme
catalysed reactions. Our Chemists have been looking at ionisation
energies and how they change across the elements of the periodic table.
Our Physicists have been investigating Charles’ Law. n Y12 BTEC
Chemistry we have been exploring periodic trends in the properties of
periods and groups. Programmers are working with bootstrap this week
to improve their understanding of how to develop responsive websites.
Students have also started to develop a prototype gaming company
website, which provides them with ample opportunity to prepare for their
coursework assignment. A level mathematicians are working on straight
line coordinate geometry, further maths students are looking at roots of
polynomials and in Maths for engineering we are working on solving
quadratic equations. In History we have been working on the build up to
independence in American Revolution topic and have just begun a new
topic, Henry VIII.

Year 13 artists continue to work on their Personal Investigation exploring
a range of mediums and developing character designs to comic strips.
Maths students are studying Inverse and Reciprocal Trigonometric
Functions. In Physics, we have been working on the topic of thermal
physics and are learning about the principles internal energy, adiabatic
and isothermal systems. Learners are also looking at how refrigerators
and combustion engines work. In year 13 BTEC Chemistry we have been
looking at nomenclature, which is the systemic naming of organic
molecules. Year 13 chemistry students have been exploring the
chemistry
of the elements and oxides of period 3, which has afforded an ideal
opportunity to revisit the key concepts of structure and bonding. Our
psychologists have been learning this week about Physical
Attractiveness and its importance in the formation of romantic
relationships along with self-disclosure and filter theory. In History,
students are getting stuck into the wars of Independence in the American
Revolution and finishing looking at Edward VI. Behind the scenes year
13 are working on their
first draft of the coursework on 100 years of antisemitism. Enterprise
students are busy developing a marketing campaign, getting ready for
their January exam.

Junior Leadership Team
Due to half term falling on the week
beginning 26th October this week is the last
week of black history month in school. To
mark this occasion a literacy drive has been
initiated to encourage the creation of :
poems, narratives, blogs etc around the
theme of black history/literature and culture.
Staff and students have been encouraged to
send in either black literature that inspires
them or a piece they have created
themselves. The influential people from
black history this week have included
Malcolm X and Fela Kuti. Fela Kuti studied
music at Trinity College before becoming a
popular musician in Nigeria. Often referred
to as the Father of Afrobeats, Kuti used his
platform to criticize corruption in Nigeria .
Malcolm Little adopted the pseudonym
Malcolm X after conversion to Islam due to
the X representing his original family name
that was lost due to slavery. Malcolm X was
originally a proponent of violence in the
struggle of Civil rights in America however
after the assassination of JFK in 1963
Malcolm X spent time in Mecca re-evaluating
his violent stance. JLT have started to plan
our next half term and looking at how we can
do some special Christmas activities and
support the wider school community.
Serena Knockaert and Isaac Simmons,
Head Girl and Head Boy
Laura Bonneson

