
Highlights this week...
Ignite have been working on the topic of Space this week. Engagement in online
lessons is very high with questions such as: "Which is better, a solar eclipse or a
lunar eclipse?" "If the universe is infinite, then how can it, in the past have been
concentrated in one point?" "There must surely be life on other planets in other solar
systems." "Would aliens be more or less advanced than us?" They are an absolute joy
to teach! In Maths, we have been refreshing our understanding of basic fractions. In
History we are coming to the end of the Women's Suffrage Movement with a study of
the role of women during the First World War and revision of the period in preparation
for their assessment next week. Social Science students started learning about the
structure and function of the brain and produced some excellent project work.

Year 10 been meeting each day for Pulse and Scrum. We hosted a Q&A to work
through any online learning issues. We have also discussed the importance of positive
mental health and shared various resources to help during lockdown. We have
launched the comedy 'Stay at Home' challenge. This week's challenge is to 'Throw a
screwed-up piece of paper into a bin in the most spectacular way'. Watch this space
for videos from students! Synergy Scientists have been investigating how light
behaves at boundaries. Physicists are finishing their forces and motion topic and will
be sitting an online assessment over the next few days. Biologists have started
studying genetics. They have learnt about protein synthesis and have been able to
relate that understanding to how the new mRNA vaccine works. History students have
been looking at key 19th century individuals who helped the development of medicine-
Robert Koch, Louis Pasteur and Joseph Lister and the impact that the Germ Theory
and vaccinations had on the development of medicine. Graphics students are
researching the artist Justin Maller and developing their analytical skills. A special
mention for Maab Ewad, Jamie Grice, Edward Greenall, Salma Ibrahim, Caleb
Hampton and Lemyha Al Aqel who have all made excellent contributions to their
online maths lessons.

Year 11 Synergy Scientists have learnt about how crude oil is refined to make it more
useful. In Health PBL we have researched the history of defibrillators. In Combined
Science we are currently working on Environmental Biology, Investigating the predator
prey relationship between the Lynx and the snowshoe hare by analysing population
data. In Maths, we are working on direct and inverse proportion. Historians have done
really well in their assessment on the League of Nations online and are now starting
to examine Hitler coming to power. Psychologists learned about neurons, the nervous
system and the fight or flight response. Students learned two theories this week:
James Lange Theory of emotion and Hebb's Theory of learning and neuronal growth.

NEWSLETTER,SPRING TERM, WEEK 2
Defini te ly a less dramat ic and more product ive week al l  round, I  th ink.  Students have quickly got to gr ips wi th the
remote learning programme and we are so grateful  to parents for  their  feedback. I t  is  lovely to know that th is is
working wel l  for  you at  home and helping students to structure their  day and stay mot ivated. Attendance has been
strong again th is week – over 90% in each lesson which is a fantast ic ef for t  when the weather is so cold and
miserable.
Another batch of  laptops have been del ivered to fami l ies in need of  addi t ional  support  wi th technology. We’re so
grateful  to the tech team for gett ing th is set  up and out the door so quickly.  We are also pleased to have been able
to support  fami l ies wi th vouchers for  Free School  Meals,  thank you to our admin and support  staf f  for  making this
happen. In t imes l ike th is i t  is  so important to st ick together as a community and we wi l l  help i f  we can. Please
do reach out to us in conf idence i f  your s i tuat ion has changed and you would benef i t  f rom support .



Year 12 IT Diploma students continue to develop and document their web design and
development. A simple site map is demonstrated and discussed from a theoretical
perspective, this allows students to better understand the world of search engines such as
Google and Bing. A Level Mathematicians are working hard on trigonometric equations
and identities. Further Maths is focused on proof by induction. Year 12 maths for
engineering students are looking at the equation of a circle. Historians are concentrating
on Henry VIII dissolving the monasteries and the acts of resistance to the British in the
build up to the American Revolution. Applied Scientists have started a medical physics
unit and have been learning ionising and non-ionising techniques and about how MRI
machines work. Psychologists learned about the Multistore model of memory and the
Working Memory Model where they started to understand the complexity of our memory
and that it may be that we have different types of long term memory.  

If you have not previously registered for Free School Meals and would like to check your entitlement, you can do so
here. www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims
Reminder of Parents Evening dates for this term. Year 12 meetings are due to take place on 19th and 20th January.
Year 10 meetings will take place on the 2nd and 3rd February. All sessions will take place online.
We have another Principal’s Surgery and Head of Sixth Form Surgery on the 21st January. Your questions and
ideas are so valuable, so please do drop in online if you would like to talk more with us. Zoom links will follow by email.
Our current Year 11 students are being supported to complete applications to stay with us for their Sixth Form
education, and receiving advice and guidance where this is not their plan. We will shortly be inviting students and
parents to meet with relevant Sixth Form staff to discuss their plans and find out more about life after Year 11. 
We have an Open Evening for prospective Studio and UTC students also on the evening of the 21st January. If
you have friends or family that might be considering joining either school for September, please do let them know about
this session. They can find more details on our website.
We were published this week in a magazine for our exemplar work in Health. Although our health suite may seem very
normal to us now, it is still very unusual for young people to have these practical experiences before they go on to work
or university. We are one of only two schools worldwide with these facilities. We know from our partners that this
really makes them valuable and stand out from students at other colleges with similar qualifications. You can read more
here. https://www.healthysimulation.com/29977/medical-training-for-high-school-students/
We were also delighted to find out we have been awarded some sponsorship funding for our Year 12 Engineering
Provision. This will allow our students to secure an industry standard qualification and become accredited Autodesk
Users. We are so grateful to the team for making this happen. What a brill iant opportunity for our young people.

Notes for this week...

Year 13 maths students are looking at integration. Historians are studying Elizabeth I and the war of independence.
They are also working hard on developing their Anti-Semitism Coursework. Applied Scientists have started a Material
Physics unit and are learning about the microscopic and macroscopic properties of materials. Psychologists learned the
neural and hormonal explanation of aggression and explored whether aggression has a genetic basis with a focus on the
nature/nurture debate. Graphics students are continuing to work on their personal investigation projects and producing
some beautiful pieces of design. They are developing comic books, fairground rides and 3d character models.


