NEWSLETTER,SPRING TERM, WEEK 3
Thi ng s c o ntinue to change rapidly in the w o r l d a r o u n d u s , b u t w e a r e t h a n k f u l l y m a n a g i n g t o k e e p t h i n g s r e a s o n a b l y s t e a d y f o r o u r
stud e n t s . We have seen another solid we e k o f g o o d e n g a g e m e n t i n o n l i n e l e a r n i n g a n d a r e w o r k i n g t o m a k e s u r e p a r e n t s k n o w
wher e t h e re are gaps in either attendan c e o r e n g a g e m e n t . W e a p p r e c i a t e y o u r s u p p o r t a n d c o m m i t m e n t . W e k n o w j u s t h o w m u c h
addi t i o n a l work this can be and are than k f u l t o y o u f o r y o u r p o s i t i v i t y a n d d r i v e i n m a k i n g s u r e t h i s h a p p e n s .

Notes for this week...
Live lessons run daily at 9am, 11am and 2pm.If you are having any technical issues such as
not receiving emails, please do get in touch with us straight away and we can help you.
Registers are completed in all lessons and we are tracking completion of work and
engagement. This will be sent to you fortnightly to help you to feel confident of your child’s
continued learning.
Some students are finding their organisation the biggest challenge. We are working to create
more support around this. Please do encourage your child to keep to their normal school
routine. Reach out to us if you need additional support with this.
Thank you to all parents who attended our Year 12 Parents Evening this week, and our Drop-in
Sessions. It is so helpful to hear your questions and resolve some of the challenges.
Year 10 Parents Evening will take place online on the 2nd and 3rd February. You will receive
your email to book early next week.
We’ve had two requests out of the ten required for refurbished PCs for £50 from Bulky Bob’s.
This may be a good opportunity to secure a long-term computer for your family. Please do get
in touch if you would like us to order one on your behalf.
A reminder again about Free School Meals. We know that people’s circumstances are
changing rapidly. Please check your eligibility here. www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims

Highlights this week...
Ignite students have been dividing their time between the Unilever Inspire programme and the
STEAM School "fashion futures" mission. They have had fascinating live broadcasts including

Summer Exams
We know that summer exams will be
different this year. The Government are
currently in a period of consultation to
determine the revised process for centre
assessed grades. We will likely hear more
on this early in February. We do know
that it is critical that we can build banks of
student work as evidence to support
predicted grades. We are completing
assessments weekly either within lessons
or through marked work. It is therefore of
great importance that students are
submitting quality work to us for each
assessment. This will allow is to show
robust evidence that they are performing
at the grade we submit. If students do not
put in their best work, it will be hard for us
to argue they are working at the level they
hope to secure. We know it is hard to feel
continued motivation in these trying times,
but we do need to push on so that
students can proceed to the universities
and sixth form subjects they want.

"fashion for good" by Make Thread on sustainable clothing and "make it, wear it" by Amped Atelier
who combine traditional techniques like sewing with electronics and microcontrollers. The
students have picked a range of challenges to work on including designing new spacesuits,
researching smart, eco-friendly materials and designing costumes that include microelectronics.
Students started to learn about movements in Art and Design by using motifs in Art Deco to
design their own Art Deco building. In enrichment we have focussed on the US sustainable goals
and researched facts about these goals. We are now starting to look at how they might affect us
in Liverpool and will be developing projects around this. In History, we have been doing an
assessment on the Women's Suffrage Movement. In science, we have been working on the
digestive system. We have also looked at related careers and have explored the role of a
gastroenterologist. In English, we completed a baseline assessment which will indicate what
progress we have made since September; we are continuing with the viewpoint writing content in
lessons and have studied how to argue and persuade, in written form, this week.
Year 10 Biologists have continued with genetics looking at the work of Mendel to understand how
characteristics can be inherited. Physicists are focused on types of energy stores, conduction and
convection. Animal Care have been investigating pet ownership and considerations before
acquiring an animal including animal welfare legislation. Mathematicians have been focusing on
geometry topics. Mr Delaney has been impressed with the excellent work on volume, particularly
Wed and Teo. Nick has been pleased with Evie's hardworking and thorough approach. Ms Bell
wants to acknowledge Josh's brilliant contributions. In English, we have revised power poems
from the Power and Conflict cluster. Students explored comments from examiner reports and
strategies to improve their essay writing. Josh and Elliot engaged in a debate surrounding Storm
on the Island as they both interpreted an allegorical meaning to the storm. Elliot suggested it
represented the Irish Government whilst Josh felt the storm was more likely to represent the
dissatisfaction of Irish society. Fantastic, enthusiastic analysis! In Language we were inspired by
war poems and a picture of St Luke's (Liverpool's Bombed Out church). We planned the opening
to a war narrative that focuses on civilian experiences of war.

Year 10 English
There will be minor teacher changes to
some English classes in Year 10. These
changes will begin 22nd January.
Please see below.
10E2/EN3 - Faustina Cofie-Barr
10E1/EN1- Dan Horrigan
10E1/EN2 - Laurence Reid
10E2/EN2- Laurence Reid
10E2/EN1 - Astra Halliday
Teachers will contact all students on
their class list to ensure that they are in
the Google classrooms.

Synergy Science have been looking at aerobic and anaerobic respiration, basing their thinking on
historic film footage of Roger Banisters first four-minute mile. Year 10 are taking part in the
Unilever Aspire Programme to develop their own brand and understand more about what a global
company like Unilever does. Historians have been focusing on surgery in the 19th century and
the role of women in medicine in the 1800s. Students in the Merseyside Young Medics society
coordinated by University of Liverpool have been finding out more about the online summer
school. Students also had the chance to meet the school liaison officer for Magdelene College,
Cambridge and Jake Rose, a Cambridge Astrophysics student.
Year 11 Animal Care students have been undertaking risk assessments of land-based
workplaces and learning about control measures and PPE. Mr Delaney wants to praise the hard
work and perseverance of Caitlin and Ruby in their work on direct and inverse proportion. Mr
Dunn has been impressed with Hudson's reliability throughout this year, but is particularly
pleased with the work he's done on vector problems involving ratio this week. In Nick's class,
Sozy always goes above and beyond. Synergy Science spent this week tackling electrolysis and
its industrial uses. Health PBL students began a three-week exploration of gas transport in blood
by researching Haemoglobin and myoglobin. Historians are studying Hitler and how he began
rearming Germany. Combined Science students are completing the Biology section of their
course and will be completing an assessment on Environmental Biology. In English, we have recommenced the weekly assessments which students complete in timed conditions and upload to
Google Classroom. Students are coping brilliantly in lesson time and Lucy was impressed with
Lemyha's response to whether treating your pets like human beings is dangerous; Tiwa's
formatting was so professional - the structure of his work was so aesthetically pleasing.
Year 12 programmers are now refocusing their efforts back into design and development. There
is much more to learn than simply being able to develop bespoke website pages. Level 2 Applied
Science students have been working on genetic variations and mutations and their role in
evolution of species. We have examined the case of peppered moths and the changes to their
phenotypes before and during the industrial revolution. Level 3 Applied Scientists have come to
the end of Unit 12 Disease and Transmission and have worked through the immune defences of
the body. Compared specific and non-specific defences and evaluated the processes of cellular
and humoral immune responses. Historians are looking at Henry VIII's Reformation and the
Consequences of the Boston Tea Party. Biologists have been comparing the gas exchange
systems of fish, insects and mammals. Chemists have been applying their knowledge of the
trends in physical properties of elements to groups 2 and 7, and exploring some of their chemical

Year 10 & 11 Health
Students have been working on
designing a clinic, exploring all of the
working parts needed for the NHS to
function from floor plans to finance and
surgery to staffing. Students have
researched specialist equipment, unique
procedures and treatments and created
their own specialist clinic to facilitate
them.

PBL Project Updates
Jake is developing a virtual model of one
of our innovation labs using Autodesk
Fusion 360. Nour is working on creating
a mixed reality laboratory environment to
enable students to carry out virtual
required practical classes online. Serena
is investigating the rate at which
mealworm and waxworm larvae can
break down plastic waste. Meera is
conducting research on the different
COVID-19 vaccines including analysing
data from clinical trials and the rollout of
the approved vaccines to compare them
against a number of criteria.

reactions. Health students have worked on independent projects focusing on the 350 different
jobs in the NHS. We have researched ODPs, Physicians Assistants, Nursing Associates and
many of the other fantastic jobs on offer. English Literature students have had some stand-out
lessons this week; Harvey and Michael's debate on the death penalty, in relation to the poem,
Peter Grimes, was exceptional and fascinating for us all to listen to and be a part of.
,
Year 13 Literature students are continuing to progress with their texts and revision; this week
saw students taking the lead in the lesson and teaching parts of it! It was wonderful to
hear their perspective on Oliver Twist and Bill Sike's demise. 5 Guys Studio, our Year 13 Games
students, are working on their game concept 'Everdere' and looking at opportunities to market
their product. Programmers are wrapping up event driven programming. A student has
developed a fully functional software calculator. They are also working to finalise their Object
Orientated programming unit too. Historians are looking at the formation of the US constitution
and Elizabeth I's potential suitors for marriage. Physicists are using www.flashyscience.com to
conduct experiments whilst in lockdown. The below image shows the tensile testing equipment
we are going to use to determine the Young's modulus of different material. Biologists have
been considering the process of succession in ecosystems, including the impacts of natural
disasters such as floods and wildfires. Chemists have been sharing ideas about mechanisms of
organic reactions.

Y13 Aspiring Medics
Aspiring medicine students have
continued with their Medical School Prep
course. This week we started with our
ethical debate, 'Ceilings of Care' and
'Patient Involvement in Treatment
Decision Making'. We also worked on
some clinical roleplay; breaking bad
news and practicing the SBARR
handover technique. They are working
hard to prepare for Medical School
interviews through mock interviews with
NHS professionals over Zoom. Good
Luck with your interviews!

