
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Centre Assessed Grades 2021 

Following the publishing of further details from the Secretary of State, Ofsted’s Chief Regulator 

and the Department for Education we are now able to share clearer guidance on the process that 

will be taken for assessment this academic year. 

Below, you will find proposals for the grading, quality assurance and appeals processes. Please be 

aware that these are proposals based on DfE guidance and full details for our centres will be 

published once Ofqual’s final guidance is available. We ask, at this time, that students and parents 

do not approach staff for indicative grades or further details regarding assessments. Details will be 

published in due course and assessments taken over the coming weeks and months will continue 

to form part of teacher judgements. 

This year’s grades will be awarded by teachers and will not be standardised via a national algorithm 

as was the case in 2020. There will be systems of quality assurance within the school to ensure the 

fairness of grades awarded and there will be external quality assurance systems by exam boards to 

ensure that schools are moderating grades correctly and that over-inflation of grades is not 

occurring. 

Assessment Evidence 

Teachers will be asked to use a range of evidence to make a judgement of the grade each student 

is performing at. Students should only be assessed on what they have been taught, ensuring 

sufficient coverage of the curriculum to enable progression to the next stage of education. When 

determining the grade, teachers should reflect the standard at which the student is performing 

now, not their potential. 

The range of evidence which can be used includes; work completed in response to assessment 

material published by the exam board, NEA work, records of student progress, record of a student’s 

performance in performance-based subjects, centre-devised tasks that reflect the specification such 

as homework, end of unit tests, mock exams / PPE’s. 

Staff will be responsible for evaluating these pieces of evidence based on when the work was 

completed, how the work was produced (i.e. in school in controlled conditions or as homework) 

and the level of the work set. 

To help staff with making judgements about the standard of the work, the exam board are issuing 

assessment materials at the end of March which will be based on particular topics. This material 

will include questions, mark schemes, exemplar responses and reference to past performance to 

allow staff to gauge an accurate picture of the level of the work being produced. 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

Quality Assurance 

Specific details regarding internal quality assurance will be issued by the exam boards following the 

final technical consultation that are Ofqual are now holding. Exam boards will then be responsible 

for checking the quality assurance systems for each school to ensure consistency across different 

centres. 

Exam boards will also carry out random quality assurance of centre grading by visiting schools and 

requesting the evidence used to support the grade awarded for particular candidates. Exam boards 

will not re-mark the evidence or give an alternative grade but they may request that the centre 

carry out an investigation to ensure fairness across all subjects and schools. 

 

 

Appeals 

There will be an appeals process this year, should students wish to use it. Before a grade is 

submitted, teachers will be making students aware of which pieces of evidence are being used to 

assess them. 

 


