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What a pleasure to see everyone back in face to face lessons,
mixing with friends, chatting to teachers and generally being
teenagers.
Students have responded really well to the testing procedures
and without wishing to tempt fate, all results have been
negative so far. Thank you so much to all the staff involved in
this for making sure it runs smoothly and safely. The majority
of year groups have now been tested twice and the process
continues next week with a third test. Following the third in
school test, students will be given testing kits to use at home.
Students are getting back into routines quickly and have

REMINDERS...

massively appreciated the chance to be more hands on in their

FULL SCHOOL UNIFORM

learning. It has been great to see students in the labs peering

Students are expected to wear full uniform,

through microscopes, and deeply focused on their creative

including shoes. If you are experiencing

processes. How quickly it feels like we have never been away.

difficulties around this, please get in touch.

That said, many of our students are tired from a full on week
and will definitely benefit from a quiet weekend to recuperate

END OF YEAR DATES

(as will our teachers!)

We are waiting on info from the exam

Thankfully, we are still on track in terms of delivering our

boards for final dates for 11s and 13s

curriculum plans, which is testament to our teachers' excellent

and will let you know as soon as we can.

delivery of live online lessons and you and your students
commitment to continued learning. This puts us in a good

RED-AMBER-GREEN UPDATES

position all things considered.

RAG reports will continue following
your positive feedback. Thank you.

Junior Leadership Team
The JLT have been focusing on International Women's Month
and are planning and creative a series of female-led videos -

PPE RESULTS
Students will receive Current Working

coming soon. They are also planning lots of ideas for

Grade following exams in the next weeks

Wellbeing Week next week and looking at how we can best

- these are not predicted grades.

support students in their return to school. We are also
developing the JLT sections of our websites and can't wait to

FRIDAY HALF DAYS

share and keep you updated with all our news.

Friday half days will continue for the
rest of the academic year.

Year 9 - Choosing GCSE Options
The Year 9 options process will start the week before Easter
with a series of in-school activities. We will post an intro to
choosing your options video on the 12th April. You will be
invited to Meet the Expert sessions with subject leads on the
13th & 14th April. We will have a drop in Q&A on the 15th
April if you need help with your form. We will write to you
with all the details next week.

Year 9, Ignite
Due to the current pandemic, Ignite are already way ahead with their knowledge
and understanding of infectious disease. This has meant we can stretch them by
investigating the spread of other diseases such as Ebola and Malaria and
exploring how vaccinations are a solution to prevent spread of disease. In Maths,
we have been drawing the front, side and plan elevations of 3D shapes. In
History, we have been examining propaganda used during the First World War.
In PBL students have been completing their work on Farm Urban’s “Future Food
Festival” by developing a business idea which uses vertical farming /
hydroponics to encourage young people to eat healthier food. They worked in
groups to come up with an idea, develop a company name, branding, logo,
mission statement, slogan and graphics. We had some wonderful ideas including
a slush puppy machine which had a simple hydroponic system attached so that
some of the strawberries and herbs grown could go straight into the slush.

Year 10
Mr Delaney’s class have been challenging themselves with the AMSP Maths
Feast problems this week, including having a go at cracking some fiendish codes.
Engineering students have been finishing off work on design influences,
including taking a 360degree tour of a Concorde. In Biology we are exploring the
theory of evolution and have been viewing some stunning images of our early
ancestors from the Smithsonian Institute. In animal care we have been learning
about what constitutes a normal pattern of behaviour for different species,
including sleep and wake patterns, communication, social interactions and
breeding. Historians have been looking at the world wars, focusing on the
surgical and medical developments that occurred as a result. In PBL, students
were introduced to a range of different microscopes and visualisation tools
including stereo dissecting microscopes, compound light microscopes, USB
microscopes, bug viewers and hand lenses. We viewed a range of different
samples including a tarantula exoskeleton, butterfly wings, mealworm life
stages, hairs, fibres, rocks, parts of plants.

Year 12
Engineers are using the McMaster standard parts
components library in Fusion360 to assess their
control pendants. In maths for engineering, students
have been drawing histograms. In further maths we
have started an introduction to algorithms.
Physicists have been continuing their work on
waves. Applied Scientists have been investigating the
cooling profile of stearic acid, and using cooling
curve data to identify its melting point. Chemists
have been learning about free radical substitution,
which is a key reaction for introducing functionality
in organic molecules. They have also been learning
about analysing data and practicing how to calculate
the standard deviation of sets of experimental data.
Healthcare cadets are getting ready to start their
placements at the Royal Hospital - good luck!
Artists are continuing to work towards their Dream
exhibition and producing beautiful stuff.
Programmers are getting back into collaborative
problem solving using agile techniques. Read more in
Andy's blog on the latest news page of the website.

Year 11 & 13
Year 11 and 13 have finished their PPEs this week. Well done!

