WEEK 11

SPRING
NEWSLETTER

There was a small glimmer of spring this week, and what a delight

REMINDERS...

it was to think about warmer weather and dry days (at least for a
little while). It has prompted us to use this week's newsletter as

UNIFORM

both a time for reflection and for hope. The last few weeks have

Please use the break to check your

been a momentous challenge - but we have made incredible

teen has the correct uniform for next

progress with students back in the building, testing, securing plans

term.

for centre assessed grades, vaccinations, options planning, and
strong student recruitment numbers, I am so grateful to staff for

TESTING PLAN POST EASTER

their unending effort, students for being so adaptable and

Students will be tested in school once

enthusiastic and our families for their continued support. I hope

each week after the Easter break. KS4

the next two weeks give you some time to relax together and

students will be tested on Mondays,

reconnect away from the busyness of school. Enjoy the break.

KS5 on Tuesday and Wednesdays.

Student Recruitment Consultation

TEST AT HOME KITS

Due to demand for places in year 9, we have decided to apply to

Students have been issued with kits

have our age range officially changed from 14-18 to 13-18. This is a

for home testing. Thank you for your

very exciting development and will allow more students to join us

support and commitment to helping

earlier in their school careers. We are beginning a public

us keep our community safe.

consultation process to seek views on our plans and would like to
hear yours. Please see the website for more.
Junior Leadership Team
The Junior Leaders have been focusing on developing materials to
empower women and girls. Students said that they would like to see
more role female role models working in careers previously
dominated by men. We have now created a Google Site with videos
from local women speaking about their career and obstacles they
faced. We are so grateful that these videos have been created
specifically for our students and are now available to watch on the
year group classrooms. We encourage all students to watch, leave
feedback or ask for more information. Students also hosted an
inspiring focus group to consider issues facing women. We were so
pleased to hear that girls feel safe in our schools - they talked of
small details like not feeling the need to wear shorts under school
skirts which is significant. We were also pleased to hear that our
boys wanted support and guidance on how to be better allies. We
are so proud that students feel comfortable to request a session like
this in their school, and that we have had the chance to listen to
their insight, feelings and ideas. JLT have also been developing
posters and blogs for mental health awareness. After Easter we will
be planning and designing the yearbooks for Year 11 and 13!

STAYING SAFE, FEELING SAFE
UPDATE
Girls have raised the issue of cat calling
on the city's building sites. We have
reached out to our local site and been
assured that any instances will lead to
dismissal of the staff involved.
Dreams Exhibition
A reminder that we will be launching
our Dreams Exhibition on the 19th April.
Keep an eye on our Insta for highlights
of our work and inspiration.

Fiona Markey - It has been so lovely to

John Dyer - So, I think my best moment has been standing back

see the students in the building, the year

and looking around the room whilst the year 10 students were

11s have come back to engage with

completing their Microscopes and Visualisation project in

learning even though they understand

preparation for the Scanning Electron Microscope. They had all

that they are not sitting exams. They are

chosen to focus on completely different subjects, from Tarantula

keen to show what they know and

exoskeletons to daffodils and tulips and from the examining

continue to learn. I hope going into the

phone camera lenses to looking at the compound eyes of flies.

summer term that the year 11’s feel that

My biggest hope is to be able to continue teaching the students

they have finished the year with a

face- to-face as being back in the labs has been brilliant and we

positive experience and look forward to

would love an uninterrupted stretch to allow the students to

continuing their journey into the 6th form

develop their projects further. Also, I really hope our students are

feeling prepared.

successful in their entries into the Amazon Longitude Explorer
Prize, Big Bang Competition and Unilever Inspire Programmes.

Katie Small - My favourite moment has
been welcoming students back into the
building on 8 March. While they coped
very well with remote learning, I don’t get
to see their faces on screen. Seeing them
again in person allows me to gauge their
understanding much better. Also, nothing
can beat the interaction you get in the
classroom with students. My hope is that
teaching remains face to face for the
remainder of the academic year. Students
have coped remarkably well with remote
learning over this year but a summer term
where we can teach and learn face to face
would be welcomed.

Joseph Benson - My high point this half term has been squeezing
in as much health practical learning as possible after spending our
time at home building up knowledge of organ systems and common
presentations for patients. The students jumped right in and treated
our sim patients as if they’d done it their entire lives!

Carly Brooke - My best moment has to be
finally returning to school and being able
to offer some reassurance to year 11 and

I’m hoping to keep going the way we are, adding practical
applications to our medical knowledge and continuing with our
case-based learning style with simulated patients.

13 that we are in it together and working
to help them achieve the qualifications
they deserve. My hope for the summer is
to continue returning towards normal life
both at school and home, and the chance
for staff and students to once again spend
important time with their family and
friends.

Stef Mansfield - I have really enjoyed

Dan Howard - My best moment was finishing the content for A

working with year 13 this half term, they

Level physics even though we have had 2 large scale national

have worked so well and have shown a lot

lockdowns. The current Y13 learners were the guinea pigs for

of professionalism and creativity. It has

remote learning being the first class to do a live remote lesson. It

been brilliant to see them get their

was quite apt that the last lesson of content was also completed

university offers and be excited about the

remotely ... and was the excitement of "determination of nuclear

future, and to celebrate their success.

radius by closest approach." It has been quite the journey and the

I hope to get some more Covid safe space

kids have just been amazing. Online learning has kept me going

back so students can have better access to

during both lockdowns.

resources and more possibilities for

I am looking forward to being able to get out of school more,

making work. We are also hoping to get

visiting universities and employer partners again, and linking our

some more art installed in the building!

learning to outside world again!

