WEEK 2

SUMMER
NEWSLETTER

This week, we have been thinking ahead to September. We have had some
fantastic interviews to add new members of staff to the team to support our
increasing student numbers. We have also continued to host options
evenings for new students who will be joining us in year 10 next year.
I'd like to remind students and families of the importance of continuing to
test regularly for Covid-19. Although numbers have dropped and
restrictions are easing, we need to continue to test. Please complete your
test and submit your results on Sunday and Wednesday each week.
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We are so sad to hear the news that ex-UTC student
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gave so much time for others. She was a passionate
volunteer and active member of our community. Our
thoughts are with her family and friends.
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January we have carried out testing weekly for staff and students. We
would like to thank the whole team that have managed the process, and in
particular John Dyer, Sarah Jane Linkman and Joseph Benson.
Since the spring break we have not been required to test students in the
building but we have run an additional two weeks of weekly testing to
make sure that all students are confident in carrying out the test.
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Year 9, Ignite
Ignite scientists have been working on sound and how we hear. Social
scientists have been exploring their strengths using the VIA Strengths Test.
Mathematicians have been studying the equation of a straight line. In English,
students have started DNA by Dennis Kelly. The play focuses on gang culture
and contains some complex issues for debate - students did really well reading
their parts! The Amazon Longitude Explorer group have started to design the
box which will contain the mealworm, they are looking into sensors and other
tech they will need to buy to monitor conditions in the plastic digestor box.
Year 10
Students have started the Action Tutoring programme for English and maths
this week. We’re really pleased with students' positive approach and hope that
they will get a lot out of them. A reminder from maths that students have an
assessment in 2 weeks’ and can use Hegarty maths to revise for this. Biologists
have been looking at selective breeding, genetic engineering and comparing this
to natural selection. Physicists have been studying ultrasound and infrasound,
both of which are frequencies of sound outside of the human hearing range.
Synergy scientists have been learning about how hormones control puberty and
menstruation. Engineers have been completing their assessments for their
examined units on the design cycle. Animal Care have been investigating the
factors which result in abnormal behaviour and how enrichment can be used to
encourage normal behaviours as would replicate their wild behaviour. In
photography, Ella has created some amazing double exposures.
Year 11
HPQ students have been preparing the final presentations of the independent
research projects they have been completing. Psychologists completed a mock
on language, thought and communication and social influence. In maths, we
focused on area and perimeter of compound shapes. Engineers have been
putting the finishing touches to their docking station designs. This week’s piece
of brilliance is from Connor. Synergy scientists have continued with revision
and assessment, this week’s topic has been the particle model. Health PBL have
had their first lessons on the SEM. They learnt how to prepare, mount, observe
and photograph their samples. In art and graphics students are working on
their final outcomes. See instagram for some of their brilliant work.
Year 12
Psychologists learned about the role of the father in attachment and explored animal studies including Lorenz’
research with geese and Harlow’s research with Rhesus monkeys. Physicists are working on diffraction
practicals, using double slit diffraction gratings to calculate wavelengths of light. In maths, we completed an
assessment on differentiation, integration and mechanics. In further maths, students looked at route inspection:
Eulerian graphs and the Chinese Postman algorithm. Chemists have been learning the reactions of alkenes, and
the various methods of the synthesis of ethanol in industry. Applied Scientists took part in a virtual pond dip
and performed water sample tests for oxygen and nitrate concentration to assess the health of a habitat. They
have also been linking the damage to neurons and tissues of the central nervous system sustained in Parkinson's
and Multiple Sclerosis to the symptoms experienced. They analysed how each disease affects respiratory and
cardiac control and function. Programmers are learning about mobile technology usage in society, mobile usage
isn’t just related to what we know as smartphones, the definition is much more far reaching than handheld
mobile devices. Students are starting to learn the basics of how to set up the mobile development environment
correctly and then we start the task of learning how to develop applications for Android and Apple devices.
Year 13
Psychologists completed a mock exam on issues and debates in psychology and relationships. Physicists are
preparing for assessments on Mechanics. Chemists have been reviewing NMR analysis and organic chemistry.
Biologists have focused on immunology and revisited f Exchange and Transport. In English, we returned to the
novel, Atonement, and completed an assessment on the lead character's criminal downfall,

