Liverpool Life Sciences
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Sixth
Form
prospectus

Our ethos is simple:
we’re committed
to providing the
highest standards of
teaching and learning,
combined with real
industry experience
which opens doors for
our students. Our offer
is unique, and we’re
proud to work with
some of the worldleaders in science and
healthcare, giving our
students the ability
to build a strong and
enviable portfolio of
experience, so they can
hit the ground running
once they graduate
from our UTC.

Welcome
We’re dedicated to creating opportunities for students across
the fields of science, engineering and healthcare. To giving you
experiences you wouldn’t find elsewhere, and making you stand out
as students, in whatever path you decide to pursue.
We promise all of our students a job, apprenticeship or degree course
when you leave. And so far, we have delivered that successfully. Our
students go on to incredible opportunities.
‘Every day is an interview’ is our motto, and this applies to all aspects of
our school life. Our students are treated as adults and are encouraged
to demonstrate maturity, passion and commitment at every level in
their journey.
You can study a broad range of BTEC and A level subjects; and you
can choose pathways that lead you directly into careers in science,
medicine, nursing, engineering and veterinary science. All of that
takes place in an energetic school environment, with cutting-edge
facilities.
We also work closely with leading businesses, hospitals and
organisations in the health, science and engineering sectors, who
provide our students with unforgettable real-world experience.
They’re the things that universities and employers tell us really make
our students stand out. They help equip you for the future world of
work, and build your confidence, knowledge and thirst for learning.
Come on in, take a look around, and find out a bit more about us, and
how we can help you.

What we do: pathways
We use pathways to help you visualise the best route into the career
you’re interested in, and support you in making the right study choices
at Year 12.
We work closely with you and your parents to make sure you opt for the
best combination of subjects to help you achieve your dreams. And, if
you’re unsure about your future goals, we can advise you on how best to
keep your options open and find out what really inspires you.
We also offer our students a variety of project-based learning, placements
and masterclasses, so you get a real taste for the jobs and environments
that you’re passionate about.
We offer five different pathways, giving you a chance to explore wideranging subject areas, coupled with unforgettable, real-life experience:

Exploring
medicine/ dentistry/ veterinary
This pathway will allow you to experience work placements at the Royal Liverpool
Hospital, masterclasses and projects that teach the basics of biomedical sciences
designed to help you achieve your goals. You will have support for UCAS and
preparing for university admissions tests.

Exploring
life sciences
This pathway gives you knowledge and expertise in technical laboratory work, and
has evolved to support the need for more specialists in this area. You’ll gain the
numerical, analytical and communication skills that many key employers look out for.

Exploring
applied and Forensic Science
This pathway will offer practical support in building laboratory, analytical and
numerical skills. It will help you to develop communication and team work skills.
This will be an advantage when applying for university of apprenticeships.

Exploring
engineering and physical sciences

Exploring medicine/
dentistry/ veterinary

Exploring life
sciences

Exploring engineering
and physical sciences

This pathway that will help you build the skills of the future. It is ideal for students
who enjoy product design, problem solving, lab work, research, equations and
analysis. You will learn new techniques and software that will help you when
applying for university or apprenticeships.

Exploring
social sciences
The social science pathway allows you to understand how and why people
behave as they do. You can learn more about the law in criminology, the mind in
psychology or society in sociology. It offers some fantastic trips, masterclasses
and projects.

Exploring
health and care
Exploring social
sciences

Exploring health
and care

Exploring applied
and forensic science

On this pathway, you’ll examine a range of topics including anatomy, psychology,
mental health and infectious diseases. Your learning will be backed up with hands
on simulations in the health suite and work placements, including at the Royal
Liverpool University Hospital

A Level options

Projects

Courses
Applied science BTEC Level 3
Biology A Level
Chemistry A Level
Criminology Diploma Level 3
Engineering Level 3 Cambridge Technical
Further maths A Level
Geography A Level
History A Level
Health and social care BTEC Level 3
Maths A Level
Physics A Level
Psychology A Level
Sociology A Level
UTC courses
As we’re co-located with The Studio School, you are also able to
select from their Sixth Form options:

Fine art or craft and design A Level
Computer science A Level
English literature A Level
Film studies A Level
Graphic communication A Level
Photography A Level

Enrichment
Fancy learning to code in between
classes? Want to build a 1,000mph jet
powered car from scratch, in your spare
time? Maybe you’d like to practise your
drama skills? Our enrichment activities
have got you covered…
Enrichment activities run alongside
our classes and lab work, offering
students a wide range of exciting and
interesting opportunities to build on
their experience, or learn a new hobby
or skill.
There are fitness sessions; industry
competitions; sign language and
dementia friends classes; and
opportunities to take part in emergency
care scenarios.
Our programme of enrichment
activities goes hand in hand with a
strong and enviable UCAS application.

Our project programme
underpins the workbased ethos of the UTC.
Students participate in
practical workshops,
experiments, research,
seminars and enrichment
opportunities connected
to an area of study. This
significantly improves
confidence, motivation,
self-respect, academic
achievement and skills
development.

Placements
All of our post-16
courses include workrelated activities and
opportunities for work
placements.

Masterclasses
Our students regularly
benefit from inspirational
masterclasses delivered
by our industry partners,
hospital consultants and
university academics.
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Careers
As well as building up a unique and strong skills base, our students benefit
from impartial careers advice and guidance through our Careers Advisor
and pathway leads.
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Our close connection to local universities and colleges means our students
have the best possible advice when it comes to university admissions.
Of course, we understand that not all of our students want to pursue
a university education; our guidance team are on hand to talk our
students through life after the UTC, whether that may be university, an
apprenticeship, or a job upon graduating.

Wellbeing
Wellbeing is at the heart of the work we do with students. We will
work with you to develop your social and emotional skills, knowledge
and behaviours that will help you to be resilient and happy. We have a
specialist, experienced, pastoral team who can offer advocacy, support
signposting and advice.

Cutting-edge facilities

Why we do it: our promise

In the heart of Liverpool’s bustling creative and digital district, we’re
housed in a Grade II listed former warehouse. The lofty spaces of the
warehouse give us unparalleled flexibility and scale. We’re fully wheelchair
accessible throughout the building, with disabled toilets on every floor
and home to:

We promise to secure the future for all of our students. Whether you want to
go to university, find a job, or take up an apprenticeship – we can guarantee
your next steps. Our pupils are highly motivated to achieve the best results
through our personalised pathways and real-world teaching approach, and
on successful completion of their courses, all of our students have secured
one of the following:

state-of-the-art
innovation and
science labs

a 120-seat
lecture theatre and
cinema

a dedicated health suite, with real hospital beds and
a ‘Sim Man’ – a fully functioning dummy patient
an engineering suite
with design and
production facilities

a fitness suite and gym,
equipped with the latest
sports kit

flexible teaching areas
alongside our core
science facilities

a fully-functioning
aquaponics environment
in our basement

an animal management centre, home to rabbits,
lizards, geckos and more...
a ground-floor café and
co-working space for
sixth form students

A university place
When applying to university, our students have a
competitive edge. We work closely with admissions
teams to give our students the best possible advice
about course choices and requirements. Students
go on to competitive university courses in a range
of subjects including: medicine, nursing and the
health professions, the sciences, social sciences,
engineering and more.

An apprenticeship
Our students secure degree level apprenticeships
with top UK employers including Dyson, Unilever
and Barclays. We work closely with local and national
employers to promote a range of degree level and
higher level apprenticeships and help students to
prepare successful applications.

silent workspaces for
study time

sixth form pastoral team drop in space with mental
health support and careers advisor

A job
There’s plenty of opportunity for our students to
take up an entry-level job, once graduating from us.
We work directly with HR departments to ensure
a smooth pathway into the workforce, in roles
including laboratory technicians, manufacturing
technicians and healthcare assistants.

Why study life sciences in
Liverpool City Region?
Liverpool City Region houses one of the largest concentrations of
science and healthcare professionals in the country.
The health and life sciences sector locally employs over 6,000 people
and is estimated to deliver products and services worth in excess of £1.7
billion per annum and contribute over £300 million in GVA.
Between the collected resources of the University of Liverpool, Royal
Liverpool University and Broadgreen Hospital Trust, the School of
Tropical Medicine, blue chip giant Unilever and Sci-Tech Daresbury –
recognised globally for world-class science, innovation and enterprise –
we host an embarrassment of riches.
We know now more than ever the pivotal role these sectors play in
our daily lives. If you’re interested in a career in health, sciences, or
engineering you’re in the right place.

Results

We are in the top 10% of non-selective schools
nationally. Our results for KS5 are above average
both locally and nationally. Our students typically
excel in both A Level and BTEC programmes.

Jack who achieved
A*AA in biology,
chemistry and
physics
Will who secured
D*DD in BTEC applied
science and an A in
his EQP

Samrudhi who
achieved AAAB in
biology, chemistry,
maths and physics
Sam who achieved
A*AA in physics,
maths and
computing A-levels

Erin who secured D*D*D in BTEC health and
social care
Lydia who
achieved
D*D*D in BTEC
applied science

Callum achieved
A*A*A English
literature, history,
psychology

Shane who secured A*ABA in maths,
chemistry, biology and EPQ
Progress:
Academic qualifications (including A Levels): 0.11
Applied general qualifications (broad vocational qualifications): 0.55
Attainment:
Academic qualifications (including A Levels): 31.94
Applied general qualifications (broad vocational qualifications): 35.48

Destinations

Dr John Dyer

We take pride in preparing our students for the world of work and
jobs of tomorrow, giving you the skills to be successful in future. And
we keep in touch with our previous students, to find out how they’re
doing in whatever path they follow. Through our alumni, we get plenty
of relevant, up-to-date recommendations and support for our current
crop of students.
Recent student destinations include:

Medicine degree
at Cardiff
university

Adult nursing degree
at Manchester
Metropolitan
University

Mechanical
engineering degree
at Liverpool John
Moores University

Biological
sciences degree
at University of
Liverpool

Computer science degree at the
University of York
Degree
apprenticeship
at Unilever

Degree
apprenticeship at
Dyson

Dr John Dyer has been a science teacher at the UTC for six years, and
works with students on a range of projects that span the sciences; one
of the main projects that John supports is the Baltic Research Institute,
which is the UK’s first student-led research body for pre-university
students. “The UTC places great importance on the development of
skills that link to research and careers in the life science and healthcare
sectors,” says John. “There is a genuine commitment to allowing students
to work on long-term practical research projects that aim to solve realworld problems and that are led by the students themselves.”
By allowing the students to immerse themselves in in the world of research
during their time at the UTC, as well as being able to solve real-world
problems as part of the curriculum, are some of John’s favourite things
about teaching science at the UTC. “The freedom to design and deliver a
more creative, skills-based curriculum that better reflects what it is like to
be a scientist. At times it feels more like having a research group than a
class, with the students working on a wide range of exciting projects and
trying to solve real world problems.”

Baltic Research
Institute
The Baltic Research Institute (BRI) is the
UK’s first student-led research institute in
the UK. Launched in 2018, the BRI is the
brainchild of several UTC students, who
have been carrying out pre-university
research in the areas of science,
psychology and humanities. The
collective of UTC students
that make up the BRI have
created two editions of the
Baltic Science Journal, which
showcases some of the work
that the students are carrying out
during year 12 at the UTC. The journal, which
is an open source look at the research conducted,
aims to show that young people are keen and able to
advance knowledge in higher level research.

Our team, Governance
and trust
Our team
Our dedicated team of teaching staff has a wealth of industry experience,
as well as links to local health and science organisations. With years
of experience under their belts, our teaching team are experts in their
respective fields, and are part of a wider network of science and healthcare
professionals.
We teach across the spectrum, from science, maths and English, to business,
health and social sciences, PE, humanities and modern foreign languages.
Our students benefit from a high standard of teaching, encompassing all of
the traditional curriculum subjects as well as a range of focused science and
healthcare subjects from our team of specialist staff.
The safety of our students is imperative. We provide a safe space for
students to learn, explore and push boundaries, and our dedicated Director
of Inclusion ensures our students receive all the support they need whilst
removing any barriers to learning. Our pastoral team plays a central role
in students’ personal and academic development whilst our SEND team
supports all students to achieve their potential.
Governers
Our governing body drives the vision and ethos of our school, monitors
educational and financial plans, and provides support to the school in a way
that is tailored to our priorities. Our governing body consists of ten governors
drawn from our sponsor and partner organisations, parents, staff and local
stakeholders to create a balanced group with the right experiences, skills and
connections to support the school in achieving exceptional performance.
Northern Schools Trust
Life Sciences UTC and The Studio School are part of the Northern Schools
Trust. The Northern Schools Trust is committed to providing life changing
opportunities through education for every student. It works to support
this through personal development, quality leadership and investment in
teaching and learning.

Partners
Working with employers, universities and the public sector is important to
us for many reasons. The real-world experience that it affords our students
is second to none. And by working with a carefully curated collection of
award-winning partners, our students graduate from us with an unrivalled
bank of knowledge and experience, to help them on their way…

Make a real difference
– get involved in
ground-breaking
research projects

Join regular visits to
external organisations and
take part in work placements
with our partners

Listen to and learn from world-class speakers in our
series of masterclasses and seminars
Stay ahead of the curve
and develop the niche skills
our local awardwinning
science companies need,
gaining the frelevant skills
that employers seek out

Get a £2,000 bursary
from the University
of Liverpool, which
supports UTC students
to make the transition
from UTC to UoL

Student Story
Jiordan made the most of the opportunities available
to her at the UTC, and is now a student nursing
associate at the Royal Liverpool Hospital.
Jiordan studied Level 3 BTEC Health and
Social Care and A Level Sociology. Health
and social care students learn about topics
ranging from the causes and symptoms of
diseases to sociological and psychological
perspectives on healthcare, and develop their
approach to potential future employers.
While i was studying”, had a couple of weeks’ placement on a ward and
worked as a theatre support nurse at the Royal Liverpool Hospital. They
saw I was eager and enthusiastic, and they knew that I really wanted the
job,” she says.

Relevant
work experience

“The career guidance from the UTC was first class, and the practice I had
writing CVs and preparing statements was really beneficial - by the time I
was looking for a job I knew what my employer wanted,” she says. “All that
help means the job I have now is what I have always aimed for.

Jack was looking for workplace insight alongside his A Levels, with
his heart set on a future in healthcare. Jack studied maths, chemistry,
biology and physics at A Level, leaving in 2017 to take his next steps
towards a university degree – with firsthand insights under his belt.

“My main piece of advice to other students would be to think about what
you really want to do. There is a stigma that when you leave college you
have to go to university, but that’s just not the case.

Jack is now a clinical pharmacist and says: “I’m early on in my career,
however I already have a lot of experience thanks to Life Sciences UTC.
I’ve worked in the Royal Liverpool Hospital and in the pharmaceutical
industry – it’s rare for someone this early on in their career to have that
under their belt.”

“The course I am doing now is preparing me to be a fully registered
nurse in whatever specialty I choose. UTC was
the perfect place to study.”

“I underwent a number of different placements and I came across
pharmacy, which is the career I’m in now,” he says. “I did a month-long
oncology research placement during my A Levels, and I also ended up
working in a lab helping with diagnostic checks. It really helped guide my
career and I thoroughly enjoyed my placements.”
“The UTC has industry-standard labs and partners, and a work environment
to help you progress. We had different healthcare professionals coming in,
and working in the labs was great – it really helped with my applications.
“As a clinical pharmacist, I deal with patients and work in a busy hospital
environment. I owe a lot to the UTC staff who helped me over the two
years. I felt very comfortable going into university knowing that I was well
prepared, and engaging with patients now just comes naturally.”

How to apply

It’s easy to
apply to join
Liverpool Life
Sciences UTC
Apply online at lifesciencesutc.co.uk/apply or find
more details online at lifesciencesutc.co.uk
Contact us: 0151 230 1320
@lifesciencesutc

Located in the heart of the Baltic Triangle: Liverpool Life Sciences UTC CUC
Building Greenland Street Liverpool L1 0BS
www.northernschoolstrust.co.uk

