
Student Leadership Team Update:
We have had a packed week of fundraising activities - we’ve held two bake 
sales and done a full day on the exercise bikes to raise money for our 
Christmas appeal. We have raised over £200 just from those alone so thank 
you so much to all those who took part and all who donated! We are still 
collecting on our JustGiving page and all donations are to support the 
families in our school community who need it most.
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/winterholidaysutcandstudio?utm_term=nQxre2jN7
We are still collecting food and gifts on Monday if anyone has anything they would like to donate it
would be very much appreciated! As well as our fundraising we have been writing notes of thanks this
week to our friends, family and teachers and it has been lovely to see all the students taking part in this! 

Ignite In English, Ignite have been writing a story that focuses on the CUC 
building and its history as part of their analysis of the gothic genre and 
mystery. In history, we have looked at the role of women in the war. In 
maths, we’re working on basic algebra. In Studio enrichment, we had a quiz 
about boardgames to assess students’ knowledge. In PBL, we have focussed 
on game design and had a really lively session using cuddly toys. Students 
are learning about characters, rules and most importantly iterative design. 
In UTC PBL, students have been finishing off their 3D printed decorations 
and will be taking them home this week. In enrichment, students have been 
taught how to perform accurate visual health checks on a range of organ-
isms and the importance of these checks in complying with animal welfare 
legislation within an educational and laboratory setting. The students 
applied these checks to our animals, recording their observations to ensure 
correct welfare and health monitoring. We’ve had a busy week in science, 
some students have been focussing on environmental biology, working through classification charts to
understand why we put plants and animals in different groups and linking this to adaptations and
habitats. Other students have been studying reproduction and specialised cells. In Extra Science we
have been looking at the different ways in which data from scientific investigations can be displayed
focussing on graph drawing skills and the importance of accuracy to allow analysis of a set of results.

As we come to the end of 2021, I have reflected on a word I use a lot – family. In our case family
isn’t about blood. It’s about the people you want in your life and who wants you in theirs. It
continues to be an absolute privilege to have your children in my life and I know they enjoy being
part of our lives too. A family accepts you for who you are and will go the extra mile to help when
its needed. Next week we will be delivering festive hampers to those families that will find the
next couple of weeks a real struggle with the hope of raising a smile and a nod of understanding
that we care. And so, from my CUC family to yours I wish you a peaceful break, rest well, hold your
loved ones close and I look forward to seeing you in the New Year.

RETURN TO SCHOOL DATES:
Following guidance from the DfE, we
have revised our plans for the return to
school in January to allow us to
complete Covid testing. 
Dates are as follows:
Year 11 and 13 - Thursday 6th January
at 9am
Year 12 - Thursday 6th January at 2pm
Year 10 - Friday 7th January at 9am
Ignite - Friday 7th January at 11.15am
Year 12 & 13 (rest) - Friday 7th January
from 9am
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NOTE FOR THIS WEEK:
On 20th and 21st December we will be delivering food
and gift hampers to our most vulnerable families.

SUPPORTING LITERACY & ORACY:
As parents/guardians, you can support the development
of literacy skills through talk. Students who can present
and discuss topics in a confident manner will have
stronger literacy skills; they will be able to access
information more easily and further develop their ideas
when writing. Over the break ask your teen what they are
reading. Talk to them about online blogs and who they
follow on social media.

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/winterholidaysutcandstudio?utm_term=nQxre2jN7


Year 10 In maths, we have worked on coordinates and linear graphs. In English, we
have been busy revising for the end of term power and conflict poetry assessment.
Chemists have been investigating the different colour components used to make
various colours for felt tips using chromatography. Combined Science students have
completed a summary assessment and are now starting to explore Newton’s 3 Laws in
Physics. Biologists have been learning about mitosis and growth. Historians have been
studying the ‘Great Stink’ and the cholera outbreak. In Studio enrichment, we have
entered a team in the Go Kart schools national tournament so watch this space for
race reviews. In Studio PBL, we have had to be really flexible as some of the crew have
been off ill ahead of the performance but the remaining students have been amazing.

CUC6 Engineering Pathway: This week has been test week for our Autodesk
accredited user certificate. We are delighted that 13 learners are now industrially
certified users of Autodesk Fusion 360 … with more to follow in the new year!

Creative Pathway: Students have completed an A-level portfolio and interview prep
day with workshops on making websites, preparing portfolios for display using
photography and scanners, and conducting mock interviews.

Medicine/ Dentistry/ Veterinary Pathway: For the last 2 weeks year 12 have been 
working on an exciting combined science/healthcare project. Students have learned 
how to perform a cricothyroidotomy using a sheep trachea and larynx. This is where
an incision made through the skin and cricothyroid membrane to establish a patient
airway during certain life-threatening situations. Last week the students watched
demos and had a go at positioning the tube. This week they have performed the
procedure from start to finish.

Applied Science Pathway: This week applied scientists had the opportunity to hear
from ex-student Jack Condron who is now a pharmacist at Whiston hospital. He spoke
to over 40 of our students about his role and routes into careers in pharmacy. It was
great to see how well Jack is doing and to hear him speak so eloquently about the role
and inspire some of our students.

Life Science Pathway: Year 12 are continuing their topic on treatment of infectious
diseases, how treatments disrupt disease process, the barriers individuals may face in
accessing different treatments and why treatments may not work in some individuals.

Health Pathway: Year 12 are starting an exciting project after Christmas in their
weekly coaching sessions. We have teamed up with public health researchers at the
University of Birmingham to set students the challenge of planning a media
campaign/communications strategy to disseminate the key findings of a recent Long-
COVID review paper to the general public, particularly young people (see attached
project brief).

Year 11 Chemists are exploring properties and trends in the groups of the Periodic
Table. Physicists are looking at work done and power before they embark on resultant
forces and free body diagrams. Biologists are exploring the human endocrine system,
starting with the menstrual cycle. Historians have been looking at Hitler’s rearmament
of Germany. In maths, students are either focused on polygons, interior and exterior
angles or algebraic fractions. In English, Year 11 have been reflecting on their PPEs and
considering their strengths and areas for improvement moving forward. In health, we
have been looking at wound dressings and bandages. Students have practised
wrapping a trauma dressing and the use of bandages to control a major bleed. In
enrichment, students have been enjoying the new equipment including punch bags
and gloves in the fitness suite to exercise their bodies as well as their minds.
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