
DR DYER APPOINTED TO LIFE SCIENCES BOARD
Congratulations go to Dr Dyer who has been appointed as a
member of the Liverpool City Region Local Enterprise
Partnership (LEP) Health and Life Sciences Board. We are
delighted that his experiences will help inform the vision and
strategy for our City Region going forward and we look
forward to working closely with the LEP and local health and
life science business networks over the coming years.

STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM
This week we are starting to put plans in place for some
exciting things for the year 11 and 13 leavers and look at
how we want our year books to look. Next week we are
taking part in a workshop with Liverpool City Council to
design a council website for young people so we are
preparing what we would like to discuss! 
 

There are some brilliant activities taking place, and many more planned for the weeks
to come. We are delighted to see the return of the Scanning Electron Microscope so we
can continue our skills development and research. We have reached the point in the
year where time seems to speed up as we head towards summer exams. There is
always a shift in atmosphere as our exam year groups focus on the task in hand. We
have enjoyed the opportunity to speak to many parents in our recent Year 11 and 13
parents evenings. We hope it was useful for you to hear directly from staff on the
actions students need to take to reach their potential.

SIXTH FORM PLACES:
Year 11 students are starting to receive offers for places
at our Sixth Form. If you have not yet completed a one to
one with a member of the sixth form team, please speak
to your form teacher to arrange a time. If you have
completed your one to one but not yet received your
offer, please do not panic. We are working on sending
out more offers each week and you will receive yours
shortly. 
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CHANGING RESTRICTIONS:
It is no longer compulsory for students to wear masks in
school. Students are welcome to continue to do so if this
makes them feel more comfortable, but we will no longer
be enforcing this. We still have Lateral Flow tests available
for students to use at home – or in school if they prefer.
Please remember to continue to test twice weekly. If the
situation changes, we will keep you informed.

COVID NUMBERS UPDATE:
We currently have no positive cases within the staff team
and a very small number of students spread across
different year groups. Thank you for your support in
continuing to test and allowing us to prevent transmission
of cases in school.

An Animation Production Broadcast by
Tracey Cooper from Riff Raff
Productions will take place on 25th
January.
We will be streaming a live event with
Grayson Perry on 27th January for KS5. 
Places are still available for students to
join our FREE after school Drama
sessions, 4-5pm on Wednesdays.
Charlie Lea from Read Now Write Now
will be delivering two FREE writing
sessions for 14-17 year olds on the
subject of climate change as part of the
Open Eye Gallery's Look Climate Lab
2022 programme. Session 1 will take
place on 30th January at 1pm at the
Open Eye Gallery, Mann Island
Liverpool and the Session 2 will take
place on 6th February at 1pm via Zoom.
To register for this course please click
on the following links - Session 1:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/242931
012197 and Session 2:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/242973
248527 

NOTES FOR NEXT WEEK:

BFI FILM CLUB
Our Screenlife project is embarking
upon the production stages and 
 students will start shooting their film
projects in the next few weeks. Students
are joining a masterclass with the
director of Snap Chat Original - Dead of
Night on 24th January at FACT.

THANKS TO YORK TEACHING
HOSPITAL
We’ve had a huge donation of expired
medical equipment from the Simulation
Team at York Hospital for training use.
The package included a range of
consumable equipment which will allow
us to further develop our simulation
sessions.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/242931012197
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/242973248527


Ignite  - Ignite are looking at symbolism in English and considering the impact
of the Black Lives Matter movement. They are also starting to build their
understanding of Shakespeare by watching the Tales of Shakespeare plays,
designed by Michael Morpurgo to appeal to young people. In maths students
are working on basic fractions. In science, Ignite have been focused on kinetic
theory. They are now able to explain diffusion and gas pressure. They have
also been learning about “the circle of life” – how respiration and
photosynthesis are related to life on Earth. Creative students have been
producing film posters for their new film idea using Photoshop and original
images. Historians are considering the causes of World War One. In Studio PBL
we've started our game development project. Some students have started to
look at code already. We are starting with a 2D game engine and will move to
3D games in the next few weeks. In enrichment, we have been working in
mood board for their board game ideas. Some very funny and clever ideas
already. In health PBL, Year 9 have been using Bag-valve Masks to ventilate
infant, paediatric and adult patients. This technique requires the learner to
judge the approximate lung volume of the patient and chose the appropriate
sizes of equipment as wrongly sized kit can result in injury. 

Year 10 - Students have been developing their poetry analysis skills in English.
In maths, students are working on circumference and area. Combined
scientists have been working on Newton’s Three Laws and are now relating
this understanding to stopping distances and speed limits. Chemists have
been securing their understanding of ionic bonding and are now justifying the
properties of ionic substances based on how they bond. Biologists have been
playing the role of genetic councillors and determining the probability of
offspring having genetic conditions using Punnet Squares. Historians are
looking at medicine in WW1. Psychologists are learning about visual cues in
their perception topic understanding the difference between monocular and
binocular depth cues. Students are also studying Gibson's Direct Theory of
Perception. Students have lots of revision material posted on their google
classroom this week to support their learning at home. In Studio PBL, we have
started our genealogy project which everyone is very excited about . We will
be looking at tracking students' backgrounds and trying to find out if any of us
are related to royalty, to some arch criminals or have other stories. We will
then use this to explore some key points in history which our family members
were involved in. In Studio enrichment, the new GoKart parts have arrived so
we will be starting to get them running hopefully and then really get the
energy project going to look at the physics of a go kart. In engineering, year 10
have continued to develop their technical drawings of their speaker docking
stations. This is a brilliant example from Adam Mohamed.

Year 11 - In maths, year 11 are working on probability. In English, we 
have focused on unseen poetry in preparation for their upcoming PPEs.
Historians are looking at the Nazi Soviet pact and the outbreak of World War II.
In combined science biologists have completed the homeostasis topic
specifically understanding how the body controls blood glucose levels and the
differences between type 1 and 2 diabetes. Chemists can now predict how
metals may be extracted for their ore’s based on the relative reactivity of the
metals. In physics, students are revisiting forces acting on objects so they can
resolve forces acting on free body diagrams. Year 11 synergy scientists have
been learning about the reactions of acids. In engineering, year 11 are
continuing to develop their Laryngoscope models. This is the work from Faye
Rheinheimer. Teo Forshaw has been developing some designs for his dream
home from the project set by the Bjarke Ingels Group. On the website you can
view his animation.



Engineering and Physical Science - Year 12 have been continuing to complete their design projects, and over the next
few weeks will start to develop their technical drawings in line with BS8888. We will be having some input on this from
Sam Creed who is a lead mechanical design engineering at Sellafield. Year 13 are starting to manufacture parts for their
expanded beam project set by Bulgin on their fibre optic connectors. We are manufacturing them using our CNC machine
and 3D printers at the college. In maths for engineering, students are solving trig equations.

Medics - Our Y12 Medics have started to look at the Rapid Sequence Induction - a technique for quickly putting a patient
under anaesthetic that is often used in emergencies. This is a staple procedure in A&E and operating theatres alike. 

DNA Origami Project - The DNA Origami group have been preparing an Academic Poster summarising their research
which they will present at the Bragg Centre for Materials Research at the University of Leeds on Monday. The students
have prepared a very professional looking poster which details the full process from designing their DNA nanostructures
using special CAD software through to assembling the “DNA Smiley Face” designs in the laboratory. They can’t wait to
present their findings to Dr Andrew Lee and his team and to get a tour of the brand-new research facility.

CUC6 Pathways and Projects: 
Social Sciences – Year 12 Psychologists have now completed paper 2. Next week we move to studying Memory, looking
at memory, social influence, psychopathology  and attachment. Year 13 have been learning about the evolutionary
explanations of aggression along with the frustration-aggression hypothesis. They are exploring other 
explanations of aggression such as the Social Learning Theory.

Games Design - Internationally renowned artist, Roger Dean, gave a 90 minute talk to
Games Design students offering a retrospective of his life’s work, focusing on his process,
logo and album cover designs for the band ‘Yes’ as well as how he designed the logo for
legendary games studio ‘Psygnosis.’ Qaveem Ahmed (Yr.12) said “I found it interesting and
discovered a few tips. He talked about how he struggled, and how to overcome obstacles
when designing. I especially enjoyed the part when he was talking about stage set design.” 

Creatives - Year 12 Lens Based Media have been working hard to develop their portfolios.
We have launched our Exhibition project with Y12 which this year is in partnership with
South Liverpool Festival of Arts.     

Baltic Research Institute - 10 students from the BRI’s
Technical Centres and Education/Outreach teams have been
trained how to prepare and view samples using the
Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM). They will lead an
outreach session for a visiting Cheshire Primary School in
February who will observe rock samples as they are
currently studying rocks in their year 3 lessons. I wonder if
these will be the youngest ever students to load samples
into a Scanning Electron Microscope? The BRI team are also
planning to take the SEM to Liverpool World Museum on
Saturday 12th February to lead an outreach session where
the general public will get the chance to observe samples.

Long Covid Project - We had an excellent masterclass from
Professor Shamil Haroon from the Institute for Applied
Health Research at the University of Birmingham to
introduce the “long COVID communications project”. Shamil
and his team are part of a £2 million project called “The
Long COVID Study" to understand more about the
symptoms, treatments and management of Long COVID.
This was a great introduction and we look forward to seeing
working on a communications strategy for disseminating
the key findings of the research paper to young people.


