
We have had two very helpful governors meetings recently. We are so grateful to our volunteer
governors who come from within our parent community, our staff team and significantly our industry
and university partners. Our governors make a huge contribution to the strategic direction of our
schools and their commercial and real world skills bring massive benefits for our students. It has been
an absolute joy to share just how much goes on in the CUC building with them - and again today with
you. Reading this newsletter weekly will leave you in no doubt that students leave us with a CV packed
full of experiences that will stagger future employers.

STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM:
We have been creating resources to share for LGBTQ history month.
Resources are being used daily in form time and on on our social media so
please check them out. We would love to hear your suggestions for other
key figures and historical moments we should research and share. 

Year 10 - Year 10 have been preparing their videos and reports to enter this year’s Big
Bang competition. Highlights include the plasticivore group who have further
developed their mealworm powered plastic digestor box and are building their second
prototype. There’s also an add-on aquaponic system that turns any fish tank into an
aquaponic system and ant farm. Students have been exploring airway management
and the use of Supra-Glottic Airway Devices (SADs). We have paid attention to the
anatomy of the upper airway and made note of how the devices lie in the throat to
ventilate or oxygenate the patient as well as preventing regurgitation of stomach
contents. Historians have been learning about Fleming’s discovery of penicillin. In
English, Year 10 have been revising Power poems to prepare for an assessment. In
Studio PBL, we are continuing our genealogy project and are starting to unearth some
famous relatives. We have a Hollywood actor and an ex Doctor Who!! Family trees are
available to students to use at home so please feel free to work on them together. In
enrichment, our GoKarts are now working. We managed to get power to the engines
and now have to fit all the parts (especially the brakes) to get them running. Thanks to
Aiden in year 13 for our  masterclass in motor engineering. In engineering, year 10’s are
finishing off their docking station using industry standard CAD software Fusion 360.
Check out Dylan’s photo realistic render of his model based on the iconic design of the
SNES gaming console. Students are starting to learn how we can transform computer
designs into physical models, and how to incorporate manufacturing processes.
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Next week is National Apprenticeship Week - we will have
fantastic opportunities for students to learn more about the
options available to them at the end of Sixth Form.
Selected students are now receiving additional support from
Action Tutoring. This is a great chance for students to build skills
in literacy, English and Maths in preparation for their GCSEs.
We are celebrating LGBTQ+ History Month - thanks go to the
Student Leadership Team for preparing wonderful resources. 
Art Club resumes on Thursday 17th February, 4-5.30pm  with a
focus on portraiture - proportions of the face and skin tone
colour mixing. Open to anyone ages 13-18. @CUC building.

NOTES FOR NEXT WEEK:

Ignite - Year 9 have been learning about MRSA and Fluid Resuscitation. On Wednesday, learners had the chance to
set up a Saline Infusion and familiarise themselves with the equipment needed to give fluids to a patient in
hypovolaemia. In PBL, students have started a “Lab Masters” programme where they are learning to make
standard solutions, accurate micro pipetting and serial dilution. Others are using background research, technical
drawing and CAD skills to design a range of enrichment’s for some of our animals. They will either 3D print these
or manufacture them using more traditional methods. Our animal care group will test their effectiveness through
monitoring the behaviour of the animals. We have bridges for tortoises, tunnels for leopard geckos and bunny
castles being designed! In UTC enrichment, students have selected a number of plants to investigate for
antimicrobial properties. We have started making extracts ready to test against bacteria. In Studio PBL, we have
been looking at variables and changing behaviours of objects within a game. In enrichment, we are starting to set
the rules of our games, having decided on style . We will start playtesting our ideas next week, considering the
importance of iterative design. In history, we have been learning about weapon use in the trenches. In English,
Ignite have considered conflict during the pandemic and the ways it has affected people differently. 

WITH THANKS!
The Liverpool Foundation Trust
Sustainability Team have kindly
donated a number of expired
LAMP COVID Test Tubes as they
are now unusable in clinical
settings. The tubes have already
been put to use in the labs and
are helping us to make plant
extracts for an antimicrobial
experiment. Thank you! 



Year 11 - In English, year 11 have been revising Romeo and Juliet for their assessment this week. In
History, we are exploring the Roaring Twenties. In fine art, we are producing oil paintings.

CUC6 PROJECTS AND PATHWAYS:

Long Covid Project - Students have been busy preparing their communications strategy for the long
COVID project where they have to communicate the main findings of a long COVID review paper to
young people in an engaging way. We have everything from Podcasts to TikTok videos to Instagram
pages being designed. 

BRI Education and Outreach - The BRI Education and Outreach team is preparing an engaging
session on microscopy, utilising the SEM for a group of year 3 students visiting from Rossmore School
in Ellesmere Port later in the month.

Games Design - As the pandemic has caused us all to be more stressed than usual, it’s important to
understand our emotions and how to manage them. Isabelle Labonté, Head of Learning &
Development at Creative Assembly introduced students to some ways in which they can help
themselves deal with the pressures of modern life.

Applied Science - Year 12 have been mastering the skills of performing statistical operations
including chi squared, standard deviation and t-testing in Physics.  In Chemistry they have learnt
about the factors that affect the rate of diffusion and carried out an investigation on the effects of
concentration. Year 13 have been demonstrating their excellent practical skills by synthesising the
drug aspirin as part of the Laboratory Skills unit.

Engineering - Year 12’s are starting to create technical drawings for their control pendants, ensuring
their designs are to international standards. 20 students have now achieved a well-recognised
certificate that is accepted by universities/apprenticeships and employers as well. The certificate
proves that students have developed advanced skills in using Fusion 360, a CAD/CAM software used
throughout the field of engineering and across the world. All students passed with at least 80%, and
as high as 97%. Well done team! Year 13’s are continuing to work on their expanded beams project in
collaboration with Bulgin. Some students have been working on producing parts using a Boxford CNC
machine, as well as comparing 3D printing processes and how they affect quality/accuracy as well as
efficiency.

Creatives - Last Friday, we took part in a life drawing session run by our very own Matthew Johnston.
Year 12 are working on their response to the South Liverpool Festival of Arts.

Medics – Students have been refining their skills in acute patient management, focussing on the
ABCDE Assessment and stabilising unwell patients. We have run a number of tough scenarios and
put the students through their paces! Aspiring anaesthetists have been working on the Rapid
Sequence Induction and working as a multi-disciplinary team to induce and manage anaesthesia in
the operating theatre.

Social Sciences – Students enjoyed a presentation from one of our trainees, Lewis, about his
university year abroad. Lewis lived in Georgia, USA, as part of his degree. Lewis shared insights about
life in the US and his opportunities to travel on the exchange programme. Lewis also shared tips on
the process of applying to university. 

Health – We are so grateful to Dave and Wendy from the Dementia Friends team who delivered
sessions with our year 12 health and social care students. We have a much better understanding of
this life changing condition which will help us to be better professionals in the future. All students
have made pledges to support those living with Dementia and have been awarded with a Dementia
Friends badge. Dave sent us some lovely feedback, “First of all can I say what a pleasure it was to run
the two sessions yesterday for your students. It was great that they were so attentive and
enthusiastic”.

Studio EPQ - Year 12 have been tasked with delivering a milestone on their project before half term.
We have introduced students to Agile development, used widely in the sector, and are running each
milestone as a sprint so students can start to see progress. Year 13 are over halfway through the
reviews of the EPQ projects and essays now and the quality is amazing. More importantly we have
year 13 students discussing their work using industry standard language. Students have produced a
great variety of projects which we will be showcasing at the end of the year.


