
Another very busy week in the building with lots of new experiences. We have enjoyed National
Apprenticeship Week and celebrating International Woman and Girls in Science Day. Year 11 Students have
had a wonderful poetry workshop with English Specialist Laura Kay to build confidence and understanding
with the Poetry Anthology Literature component in their exams this summer. 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM
A team of student leaders met with Mrs Small to discuss how we can embed employability skills into our curriculum
and enhance experiences for students. This was a fantastic discussion and students suggested some really good
ideas; such as CV writing skills and collating certificates and achievements into a logbook. This week we have also
had the photography team in from NLA to take pictures for the yearbook. Student leaders are running the design
process and two of our graphics students will be designing the front covers.  We can’t wait to see how they will look! 

Passport to Wellbeing - Year 10 are studying
the ‘Passport to Wellbeing’ Curriculum during
form time. They complete 6 destinations on their
pursuit of wellbeing. Destination 1 supports
students to identify their strengths and consider
how they can use them in new ways. They then
explore careers that they would be suited to.
Destination 2 allows students to explore positive
emotions, learn about the brain, strategies that
allow them to control their emotions and
interventions that enable them to cultivate more
positive emotion in their lives. The third
destination is about their future where students
learn the benefits of gratitude and optimism.
Destination 4 is about change. Students learn to
maintain a healthy body, manage stress and
experiment with strategies such as meditation,
exercise and art.  At this destination, students
start focusing on motivation and set goals for
their future. Destination 5 enables students to
develop and maintain healthy relationships and
explore research that shows why this is
fundamental to wellbeing. The final destination
teaches about resilience and interventions to
help bounce back. Students are introduced to
growth mindset and its benefits. 
Students are encouraged to become the scientist
in their own lives so they may talk to you about
their strengths or their random acts of kindness.
Please do get involved and join their journey to
wellbeing. 
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Ignite - Historians are studying the Battle of the Somme. In
English, we have considered the Royal Family and the power and
conflict that they convey. Social scientists have been learning
about marriage and divorce rates and the impact of this on
society. In Studio PBL, we are seeing some really interesting
games ideas as well as some pretty zany ones. The students
have been set a challenge to capture some everyday images of
objects over half term which we will convert into a game next
term. Expect to see your cat or dog appearing in a game set
soon! In enrichment, Studio students took a break from our
board game project and visited the high spec computing and
game design room for inspiration. In UTC enrichment, we have
been continuing to research and design activities to stimulate
our animals to maintain high welfare standards. Students have
been considering the positive and negative impact enrichment
can have on different animals depending on their behaviour and
temperament.

Year 10 - In PSHE, students are concluding their module on goal
setting and have explored factors which may interfere with
reaching their goals. In English, Year 10 have had a Language
Paper 1 Section A assessment. Historians have looked at the
creation of the NHS. Psychologists have been learning about
factors affecting perception including culture, emotion,
motivation and expectation. In UTC PBL, Students have been
making a range of different plant extracts using homogenisation,
filtration and centrifugation to prepare their extracts. Next week
they will test the antimicrobial activity of their extracts against a
range of bacteria. Some of the smells from the labs have been
wonderful as coriander, garlic, ginger, mint, lemon and oregano
have been crushed up. In Studio PBL, we are continuing our
genealogy project and made some exciting discoveries. One
student found out they are directly related to James Madison,
the 4th president and one of the founding fathers of the USA!!
The students are so excited about this project and we cannot
wait to share their histories next term. In enrichment, we
focused on designing and decorating a room sponsored by 
 partners Autodesk. This will eventually become the home for
our Go Karts. A group of students went Go Karting at Teamsport
Liverpool as we have entered the British School Go Karting
championships. We had some racing battles and some sore
arms the next day but so much fun. We are through to the next
round in Stoke on the 10th May.

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
Don’t forget we have Studio Art Club, Drama
club on Wednesdays and a Creative Writing
club on Thursday evenings. Our History
team runs revision sessions for GCSE and A
Level every Monday night.

BREAKFAST CLUB
Students are now able to help themselves to a free breakfast
in the morning to support their learning. Cereal is available in
the fifth floor refectory. Bagels and toast are available in the
ground floor refectory from 8:45am. Doors will open at 8:30
each morning for students to access this new provision.



CUC6 PROJECTS AND PATHWAYS:

Games, Animation and VFX skills, Technologist and Creatives - Students spent a day at the
University of Bolton to experience a professional show reel and Q+A session with Lead Tutors and
Industry professionals Matt Lilley and Richard Jones. Student and graduate work was presented at the
Light Cinema in Bolton (more information can be found at UoBVFX.com). Students then experienced
industry standard VFX software and equipment, manipulating a 3D digital sculpture of a creature
called “The Listener,” exploring high and low poly resolution levels, and facial expressions. The
students were able to ask questions, experience the course and the wider university links. The staff
were really positive about our students’ technical ability, and as a result we look forward to working
closely with them in the future. Matt Lilley (Lead tutor) said, ”It was great to have The Studio attend our
VFX Talk at the Light Cinema and join us on campus for our zBrush workshop. They are a fantastic group of
students who are supported by a great teaching team. We are looking forward to continuing to build a VFX
partnership with The Studio to provide a seamless journey from FE to HE and into industry." We look
forward to more engagement activities between our institutes!

Creative - Arts students are doing a historical walking tour of the Baltic Triangle with a local History
guide to inform their work for the exhibition for the South Liverpool Arts Festival. Next Friday we have
our life model in for Y 12 and 13 Art/Creative students and some Games Design students to practice
anatomy and figure drawing. Applications are open for Creative Ambassadors. We would like at least 1
ambassador from each creative subject in each year group to help inform our department’s decisions
on projects, trips, and help out with workshops and displays around the school. Information and
application forms are available on creative subject google classrooms.

BAC Design Challenge - We have now received our project feedback from 
BAC and Autodesk. Congratulations to the winning designs.
1ST PLACE.  TEO FORSHAM
2ND PLACE.  ISAAC FISHER
3RD PLACE. KACPER URBANIAK

Year 12 BRI - The Baltic Research Institute Education and Outreach team have been preparing an amazing sessions around
microscopes for a year 3 class visiting from Rossmore Primary School near Ellesmere Port who will visit on Tuesday morning. The
class are currently learning about rocks and we will use the Scanning Electron Microscope and Dissection Scopes alongside a number
of practical activities to bring the subject to life. The BRI students have worked really hard to plan a range of high quality activities
and resources and we can’t wait for the visit. They could be the youngest class ever to use a scanning electron microscope?
 
Applied Science – Year 12 are coming to the end of their unit of work on disease and infection and have been comparing the
different immune defences and the similarities and differences in specific and non-specific immune responses to pathogens. Year 13
have begun their Physiology unit of work and have been learning about the musculoskeletal system, it’s components and functions
and how disorders such as osteoarthritis impacts on functions such as movement of joints.

History - Year 12 students are examining the reasons why Henry VIII wanted a divorce. Year 13 students are currently reviewing
Elizabeth I’s religious settlement.

Social Scientists - Year 12 Psychologists have been learning about explanations for forgetting including interference and retrieval
failure.  Year 13 have completed their topic in inferential testing and in turn their psychology curriculum- all that's left now is revision. 

Engineering – We have been working with Autodesk to create a video around how UTCs are transforming STEM education in the UK.
You can check out the video on our website. Sam Creed from Sellafield visited to speak to our year 12 learners about the importance
of BS8888 and technical drawing outputs from 3D models.

Studio EPQ  - The next milestone for Year 12 is Friday as students practise using the Agile development methodology. Students do
daily scrum meetings, have set their own milestones and are tracking their progress using a variety of project management software.
This is really helping the students focus on their projects and we are starting to see some great work emerging - especially on the
technical side. Year 13 have been delivering more presentations this week as we come to the end of their EPQ’s. The standard is
incredibly high. This week we have seen some games, cybersecurity and data analysis projects. The students are now seeing the
benefit of using the EPQ to apply their learning in a new way and to give them something to discuss at interview.

Year 11 - Animal Care are focussed on Health and Safety and the effective use of personal
protective equipment to minimise the risk of harm when undertaking husbandry tasks. In
English, we have been working on An Inspector Calls and Language Paper 2 in preparation for
PPEs. We also participated in a poetry masterclass. Historians are studying the stock market
and experiences for women in 1920’s America. Biology students visited the Innovation labs to
complete a heart dissection with support from year 12 students from the Baltic Research
Institute. All groups managed to thread a piece of string through the major blood vessels and
heart chambers to show the direction of blood flow through their dissected hearts. 


